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From the Desk of Rabbi Bruce Benson 
 

So first: a happy and healthy New Year to you and yours. Let’s 
make the best of it. 
Now, onto other things. The difference between moving for-
ward and standing still is choice. Many of us like the status 
quo. It feels safe and relatively easier than change. BUT- 
change is inevitable. Sometimes change requires us to open 
our eyes and see another way. Something new to try. We, the 
Jews, have survived by imagining this way since Abraham im-
agined another way to interface with God. It was, after all, Av-
ram our father, who looked out at the world and saw a differ-
ent reality. It was a different road and look where it brought 

us. Here, now, at this road. 
Most of society is veering away from God and believing humanity can survive 
without the Deity as a partner. I know enough about Judaism because I became a 
Bar or Bat mitzvah. Think about that for a minute. That would suggest that you 
know enough to educationally answer society’s questions with the education of a 
13-year-old. In the confusion of our world at the moment, don’t you think more 
information would help?? 
We have adult education classes to help educate us, movies to entertain and ed-
ucate us and so much more being planned. Don’t miss out. 
The more visible we are, the stronger we are. 
Also - on Friday night January 30, we will be celebrating Shabbat Shira (shabbat 
of the song). We will be joined by the High Holiday choir and strings to add to our 
Shabbat service music. Please make every effort to attend and bring friends 
(Jewish or not). 
It will be a very special Shabbat thanks to an anonymous donor. 
WATCH FOR MANY, MANY UPDATES AS WE ADD TO OUR PROGRAMMING. BE 
PROUD - BE LOUD AND MOST IMPORTANTLY - BE HERE! 
         Rabbi Bruce  

Temple Beth El Israel 
                          551 SW Bethany Drive 

 Port St Lucie, FL 34986 
 phone  772-336-2424                  

                                     

                     January 2026 
            TEVET / SHEVAT  5786                         

  The Shofar 
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Rabbi Benson’s Cell Phone Number is:  561-601-8294 

The President’s Communication Corner ……………… 
 

Happy & Healthy New Year to everyone in our Temple family.  
 

 

We ended 2025 on such a high note with the recent comedy show starring David 
Glickman and Bobby Kelton. I’m hopeful that 2025 will continue to bring us more of 
TBEI enjoying happy and uplifting occasions. 
 
We have several events coming up in the next couple of months, let’s all show our ap-
preciation for the work that goes into the planning and preparing for these events by 
attending. We’re getting ready for Music Bingo on January 10th, the Sisterhood Fash-
ion Show on January 20th and Card Party/Luncheon on March 17th, Brotherhood’s 
upcoming Clover Park Baseball game on March 4th.  
 
Thank you to everyone that has volunteered and worked so hard during this past year 
wherever they were needed to help. 
 
Let’s stay healthy and safe together. 
 

           Faith  

 ביחד  

You’re Invited!!!! 
 

 Join Rabbi Benson  
             on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

      for our Torah Study Class on ZOOM 
    The link is in this issue on page 12. 

Our officer’s phone numbers: 
 

Faith Krumenacker ~ President 

Norman Miller ~ Vice President 

                             ~ Treasurer 

Arlene Schweitzer ~ Secretary 

Linda Chazin ~ Sisterhood President 

Irving Kamsler ~ Brotherhood President 

 

561-315-4281  

561-222-0676 

 

305-804-8979 

772-871-1205 

772-408-0937         
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Sisterhood News 
 

Greetings... 
 
Sisterhood is starting the New Year with a Fashion Show and Luncheon. 
Tuesday, January 20th, 2026 at 11:30 is when the festivities will 
begin.  Our lunch will be catered by Spiros.  Always delicious food!  The 
fashions will be presented by Ellen Jane Boutique. Our three models are 
Sherry Frank, Evelyn Poulter and Laurette Shrage.  Please make your res-
ervation by January 14th. This will be an event you won't want to miss! 
I look forward to greeting you! 
 
Have a Healthy and Happy New Year! 
 
Linda Chazin, Sisterhood President 
 

  

Let’s celebrate Shabbat across America together 
with a pot luck dinner 

Friday night, March 13th at 6 pm 

The Spirit of Shabbat: 
“More than Jews have kept Shabbat,  
Shabbat has kept the Jews.” 

Please contact the Temple office by March 6th 
to let us know what you can bring to this dinner  

so that we don’t all bring the same thing. 
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BROTHERHOOD NEWS : 

Wishing everyone and their loved ones a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year. 
To help welcome the New Year 2026, Brotherhood is sponsoring a Brunch at TBEI on New Year’s 
Day beginning at 12 Noon. Tickets are $20.26 each. Come celebrate the New Year and socialize 
with your fellow TBEI members. 
 
On February 17th our own Ellis Bromberg will present The Great American Songbook 
Writers: (Mostly Jewish Americans) to a combined Brotherhood/Sisterhood meeting. 
 
On Wednesday March 4th at 1:10PM the New York Mets will be playing Team Israel of the World 
Baseball Classic (WBC). Team Israel features Jewish Major League Baseball Players and Prospects. 
Brotherhood has reserved a limited number of seats behind the Team Israel dugout for $37.00 each 
Please let your friends and neighbors know about these events. 
 
Please let us know of any event or topic of interest that you would like to have Brotherhood sponsor. 
I look forward to seeing and working with all of you during the coming year. 
 
Brotherhood extends condolences to our Board Member Charlie Brofman and his family on the re-
cent loss of his father Howard Brofman. May his memory be for a Blessing. 
 
Please note my new email address for Brotherhood and TBEI matters: 
brotherhood@tbei.org 
 
My Best, 
Irving (Ving) Kamsler, 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@tbei.org 
(917) 992-5740 

  

TBEI CARING COMMITTEE 
Our Caring Committee is here for our congregants whether you are in need of help or you know of a member 
that needs help – like simply picking up a prescription or a few grocery items or just a friendly phone call.  
Please call any one of us to let us know if we can help: 
Nadine Wenzel 727-484-0401  Arlene Schweitzer 305-804-8979 
Sue Schwartz  772-332-3849  Judi Kamsler  917-992-5084 

 
 

Thank you 
To everyone that 

donated to our recent 
Food Drive 
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Visit our Judaica Shop  
We have many new and beautiful items on sale. 

Call for an appointment 
 

Linda  871-1205  Faith  561-315-4281 
 

This past month:   

 
  
 
 
 

                   
     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Rabbi Benson lit our new 9-foot Hanukiah in front of the Temple and then we ate latkes,  
      and we lit our Hanukiahs in the sanctuary before the service. 
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Our Judaica Shop has a large selection of Items  

that are great for gifts  
and many items are at very discounted prices!! 

Don’t forget to get your Enjoyment Book for 2026!! 

IDA RUBIN BOOK OF LIFE  
 

CONDOLENCES TO EVELYN WEILER & FAMILY: 
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
CONDOLENCES TO YUPA & CHARLIE BROFMAN ON THE LOSS OF HIS FATHER: 
 

Karol & Richard Levine 
 
 

CONDOLENCES TO JUDI & AL BINDMAN: 
Sue Schwartz 

SATURDAY ~ JANUARY 3, 2026 SHABBAFILM DAY. 
 

ATTEND THE SERVICE - OR - COME AT 11:30  
AT THE END OF THE SHABBAT SERVICE.  

WE WILL HAVE A SHORT ONEG AND THEN WATCH A WONDERFUL MOVIE  
TO LEARN WHO WERE THE: 

 
JEWS OF THE WILD WEST 

 

There really were Jews who settled in the “WILD” WEST !! 
Come - share a nosh and learn the truth: Jews CAN ride  horses  and you will learn: 
a) What well known gunslinger married a Jewish woman? 
b) What household name cowboy was buried outside of San Francisco in the 20th century? 
And so much more.. 
 

Did you know Boot Hill Cemetery has a Jewish section? 
AND…… true or false: 
The O.K. Corral was named after a U.S. President? 
Come join us. Start the New Year with a bang 
See you there  - O.K? Corral a few friends and join us for a Rootin’ Tootin’ Shabbat and 

look for your ancestors. 
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Thank you to Rob Glassberg for taking the photos at our Chanukah celebration.  

 

   
  

 
 
 

                   
     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We had a great  
Chanukah celebration 

This past month:   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTH.culOo2cAJm6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11td2b4u8/EXP=1323950974/**http%3a/clipartmountain.com/clip9/han4.htm
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On Sunday, January 25th 

Between 3:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

We will have a wine-tasting fundraiser 

at Total Wine & More 

Learn about what goes into wine-making 

 

1725 NW St Lucie West Boulevard 

$10 per person 

 

Tickets can be purchased at the Temple office 

Monday - Friday 10 am to 1 pm 

 

Limit is 40. 

 

 

For more information call 

772-336-2424 
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2 Leonard Epstein 
6 Carol Seigel 
7 Benjamin Rosichan-Nader 
7 Jacob Rosichan-Nader 
7 Janet Soloshatz 
8 Eve Epstein 
11 Roni Roth Beshears 
11 David Lazer 
12 Carol Honig 
14 Lory Dobrin 
15 Laurette Shrage 
20 Irving (Ving) Kamsler 
22 Caroline Levy 
24 Julia Marie Argenziano 
24 Beth Glassberg 
30 Paul Davis 
31 Doris Haendel 
 
 

January Birthdays 

 
C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
I  
O  
N 
S 

January Anniversaries 

 
 
 

On Friday night January 30th 

we will have a special 

Musical Shabbat Shira 

Service 

Our Professional  

High Holy Day Choir 

will be joined by a string quartet 

with music prepared  

for this service.   

15 Claire & Jeff Kreiss 
31 Carol & Lewis Honig 

 

Sisterhood Card Party ~ Tuesday, March 17th at 11:30 a.m. ~ ~  tickets are $22 
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For more information  about  
what’s happening in the Temple  

go to TBEI.org 

 

 

Join Rabbi Benson for:  
 

TORAH STUDY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We meet every THURSDAY beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
          to study and reflect on the weekly Torah portion.  

         Join us for this study of the Torah and its specific lessons for the week. 
Here’s the Zoom link: 

  

                              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910 

                   We look forward to having you join this lively discussion. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTH.culOo2cAJm6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11td2b4u8/EXP=1323950974/**http%3a/clipartmountain.com/clip9/han4.htm
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Arnalda Alwood   Ferne Barishman   Rabbi Bruce Benson 
Elizabeth Cooper    Laurie Cooper   Len Epstein   
Cindy Goldman   Doris Haendel   Carol Kahn   
Linda Levin    Arlene Schweitzer   Carol Seigel  
Laurette Shrage        Chuck Waldron  
 

Alexandra Barney  Jeffrey Farenback Brateman  Pauline Burton  
Dorit Chomer   Amy Conoly    Amy Eichenbaum  
Keith Fabregas   Rickie Leiter    Makayla Margulies   
Ashleigh Mc Gregor   Susan Satarsky   June Shadman   
Jaclyn Shrage    Ruth Weintraub   Kris Ann Weiss   
Yitzchak Ben Berel            Beverly Ziv 

PLEASE…………….. 
Notify the Temple office or call the Rabbi if you are aware a fellow congregant is ill, 

 or if a family member is ill, or  has had an accident, or is in need of the Rabbi’s  
services.   The Rabbi can only help if he is informed that he is needed.   

          

Get well wishes and speedy recovery to our Temple family and friends:    
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THE STAMP CORNER ~ ~  

THE 118TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW YEAR'S BALL DROP, 

     THE INVENTION OF A JEWISH NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER 

        By Ellis Bromberg  

Each year, millions of people around the world watch the ball drop in New York's Times 
Square -- a million gather in the square itself! -- to mark the start of the New Year.  Few real-
ize that the annual event was the brainchild of a Jewish newspaper publisher, Adolph S. Ochs, 
in 1907.  Today, when America's news media is under attack from many quarters -- including 
the president of the United States -- we recall that it was an American Jew who not only in-
vented the ball drop, but also set the standard for objective, independent, and responsible jour-
nalism. 
Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1858, Adolph S. Ochs was the child of Jewish immigrants from 
Germany.  The family moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, and at age 11, to help make ends meet, 
Adolph left his grammar school to become a printer's assistant at 
the Knoxville Chronicle, which, in his own words, became "my high school and my universi-
ty."  At the Chronicle, Adolph worked as a reporter, printer, and office assistant.   
At age 19, sensing opportunity in Chattanooga, Tennessee, he moved there to take a job with 
the Chattanooga Times.  When the paper started to fail, Ochs borrowed $250, purchased a 
controlling interest in the paper, and became its publisher.  There, Ochs established the princi-
ples that would later make him the most influential newspaper editor in American history.  In 

an age marked by "yellow journalism," when publishers such as William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer competed for 
readers by printing lurid and sometimes distorted accounts of murder and scandal, Ochs declared that his newspaper would 
be "clean, dignified, and trustworthy."  By distinguishing between news and editorial opinion, Ochs's Chattanooga 
Times became one of the most respected and prosperous dailies in the southern United States.  Ochs's slogan, "To give the 
news impartially, without fear or favor," remains atop the paper's mast today; his family controlled the Times (now 
the Chattanooga Times Free Press) until 1999. 
In 1884, Ochs married Effie Wise, the daughter of Rabbi Isaac Wise, the leading exponent of Reform Judaism in America 
and the founder of Hebrew Union College, the nation's first Jewish theological school.  Ochs gave credit to his Jewish home 
life and the Jewish religion for his high ethical ideals and willingness to excel.  He was notably, however, an anti-Zionist, 
opposed to the establishment of an autonomous Jewish state, in an age when the Zionist movement was emerging. 
In 1896, Ochs learned of an opportunity to purchase the New York Times, a venerable institution that had fallen into diffi-
culty.  While he retained ownership of the Chattanooga Times, Ochs borrowed funds to purchase the New York Times and 
moved north to assume command of the paper.  The New York Times had lost most of its readership to Pulitzer’s World and 
Hearst’s Journal, each of which sold for a penny (the Times, when Ochs acquired it, charged three cents a copy).  When 
the Times ran deep losses in 1897, Ochs’s advisors suggested that he raise the price to a nickel to reassure readers that he 
would not sink to the level of the “yellow” press.  Instead, Ochs gambled that there was a mass readership for a quality pa-
per and that if he dropped his price to a penny but stuck to his principle of separating news from editorial or political opin-
ion, the Times would find that audience. 
Ochs was right.  By publishing "All the news that's fit to print" -- Ochs's new slogan for the Times, still used today-- the 
paper appealed to an audience Ochs described as "thoughtful, pure-minded people," and its circulation rose from 9,000 to 
780,000 readers during the 1920s.  Ochs refused to accept dubious advertising or contracts with governments that might be 
construed as compromising his political independence.  Under Ochs's leadership, the New York Times became the first na-
tional "newspaper of record" and proved that a publisher could reconcile mass circulation, profitability, and journalistic re-
sponsibility. 
To increase publicity for the paper, Ochs started holding a fireworks show in front of the newspaper's new offices in Times 
Square on New Year's Eve.  But in 1907, the city refused to grant him a permit for the fireworks show.  Instead, Ochs, 
adapting a maritime tradition (merchant seamen marked the hour by lowering an enormous ball that could be seen far out at 
sea), commissioned an even larger ball covered with light bulbs to lower at midnight.   
The ball used today is nearly 12,000 pounds and 12 feet in diameter; its outer surface consists of crystal panels.  This month 
will mark the 118th anniversary of the world-famous ball drop; it has been held every year since 1907, except 1942 and 
1943 in observance of wartime blackouts; it has inspired similar "ball drops" at other New Year's events around the 
world.  Since 2009, the ball itself has remained atop One Times Square nearly year-round as a landmark. 
This month's featured 13-cent black and gray commemorative stamp was issued in 1976.  It is based on a photograph of 
Ochs by famed illustrator S. J. Woolf.  The typeface used to spell Ochs's name is the same typeface used on The New 
York Times masthead. 
The New York Times has been managed and published by Ochs's family since 1896; today, his great-great-grandson, A. G. 

Sulzberger, is chairman of the New York Times Company and publisher of the Times. 
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          “THE PROPERTY” 

   STREAMED MARCH 6th – 8th  

             LIVE MARCH 8th  

     TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

Mika and her grandmother jour-
ney to Poland to reclaim the fami-
ly property. A long lost distant rel-
ative appears and Mika falls for 
her tour guide. Regina then de-
cides to look for her long love, 
from whom she was separated sev-
enty years ago. 

            “THE MIDAS MAN” 

 STREAMED APRIL 30th – MAY 2nd  

        LIVE SATURDAY MAY 2nd  

        TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 

This is a new biopic exploring the story 

of Brian Epstein, the Jewish, gay man, 

from Liverpool, who discovers the Beat-

les. He took a big risk as a first-time 

manager and changed the world of mu-

sic forever. He died at the age of 32. 

All films shown live will 

be at 2:30 PM preceded 

by wine, fruit, vegetables 

and desserts at 2:00 PM 

Charges are $8.00  

per person  

(payable at door)  

or $36.00 per person  

for the series 

  “BAD SHABBOS” 

SEE THE FLYER FOR THIS MOVIE ON PAGE 16  

       “THIS IS MY MOTHER” 

     STREAMED APRIL 10th - 12th 

              LIVE APRIL 12th  

      TEMPLE BEIT HAYAM 

Pierre’s mother is bipolar, whimsical 
and excessive. She shows up after es-
caping from her clinic. His only intent 
is to return her to the clinic and re-
sume a normal life, but nothing goes 
according to plan. the reunion - both 
explosive, funny and moving trans-
forms them forever. 

MAIL TO: Joan Weissman-Burton 

                 248 NW Liseron Way,  

                 St. Lucie West, FL 34986 

CUT HERE AND RETURN_ Checks payable to: TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 

Name[s]____________________________Phone_______________________email_____________________________________ 

Address______________________________City__________________________State_____ Zip___________   

No. Patrons @ $36 each ______ Total $____________ 

                             2025-26 

     “PARADISE SHATTERED” 

STREAMED FEBRUARY 6th – 8th  

         LIVE FEBRUARY 8th  

   TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 

Ronit Ifergan and her husband re-
locate to a Kibbutz, Kfar Aza in 
2013. They document life in the 
Kibbutz and their struggle for 
home and security with the film 
Border Crossing and they continue 
to do so. After October 7th they 
must decide to stay or leave. 
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“BAD  SHABBOS”  

     TEMPLE BEIT HAYAM  
     951 SE MONTEREY COMMONS BLVD. 

     STUART (772) 286-1531   
     RABBI MATHEW DURBIN 
     CANTOR MIKE JARVIS 

     STREAMED JANUARY 9 - 11th 
     LIVE SUNDAY JANUARY 11th 

     NON-MEMBER DONATION:  
      $8.00 PER PERSON 
 
     CONTACT  steveshankman@gmail.com 
  
      REFRESHMENTS 2:00 PM 
                FILM 2:30 PM 

Two couples ~ Abby & Ben and  
David & recently converted Meg,  
gather for a typical Shabbat dinner, 
an accidental death  
(or is it murder?) occurs.  
Meg’s parents arrive for the first time  
and a hilarious mayhem ensues. 
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  Friday night Candle Lighting Schedule:  
              

   
                         

January: 
 

   2 5:24 pm 
   9 5:29 pm 
 16 5:34 pm 

  23          5:39 pm 
  30          5:45 pm 
                   
 
Lighting the Shabbat Candles: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baruch ata Adonay, Eloheynu melech ha-olam, asher kid-

shanu b’mitz-votuv, v’tzivanu l’hadlik nayr shel Shabbat. 

 

Praised are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has 

taught us the way of holiness through the Mitzvot, and en-

joined upon us the kindling of the Shabbat lights.  

 

 

 Bronze - Silver - Gold  - $150    
 Memorial Plaques - $300 (members) 
 Call the Temple office @ 336-2424                      
 to order a leaf or memorial plaque                   

TREE OF LIFE AND 
 MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

 
 
 
 
 

 
To plant a tree in Israel the direct number is: 

800-542-8733          The cost is $18.00  

 
Our Shofar advertising year begins with the September issue. 
If you or anyone you know would like to advertise in our 
monthly newsletter please contact the Temple office for details.   
 
 Rates are as follows per year: 
 

FULL PAGE……………….……….$325.00  
HALF PAGE……………………..…$200.00  
QUARTER PAGE………………….$145.00  
BUSINESS CARD………..…………. 95.00  

ONE-TIME FULL PAGE………….…$ 40.00 / ISSUE 
 
Print-ready ads must be submitted no later than August 10th 
for the September issue.  Please send your ad to: 
 
          faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

 

1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Suite 100  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986  
Web: www.karplaw.com 

 (772) 343-8411   (800) 893-9911 
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Join Rabbi Benson  
on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

for interesting Torah Study discussions 
on Zoom.   

We can all learn more about Judaism.  
    No reservations necessary!!  

From:            In Memory Of: 
Beverly Elster   Molly Nechamkin 
Ellis & Mel (Ellyn) Bromberg Edith Bromberg 
     Bernice Cohen 
Paul & Kathrin Davis  Guenter Fielitz 
TBEI Sisterhood  William Teitelbaum 
Fran Cooper   Jacob Levin 
William & Suzy Weinshank Irene Claveu, 
     Arthur Weinshank, 
     Gertrude Neal 
Gail Cost   Sylvia Silberberg 
Nadine Wenzel   Jerry Hutchison 
Fran Kroitor   Judith Lenore Kroitor 
Hannah L. Pollack  John Pollack 
Claudia Rodburg  Asher Teich,  
     Abraham Teich 
Karen Wolf   Dr. Edward Wolf,  
     Beth Lazier 
David Flecker   Stanley Stein  
 
 
 
 

YAHRZEIT  FUND  DONATIONS 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in November  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
GENEROUS DONATIONS: 

 
Sandstone Capital, LLC 

~ 
Leonard & Eve Epstein 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in November  

 

Music Bingo 
January 10th at 6 p.m. 

IDA RUBIN BOOK OF LIFE  
 

CONDOLENCES TO EVELYN WEILER & FAMILY: 
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
CONDOLENCES TO YUPA & CHARLIE BROFMAN ON THE LOSS OF HIS FATHER: 
 

Karol & Richard Levine 
 
 

CONDOLENCES TO JUDI & AL BINDMAN: 
Sue Schwartz 
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Our Monthly TBEI Library Book Review……………….by Sheilah Korinow 
 
 
 

More questions? That must be what some of you are thinking – still another book that lists questions for us to 
ponder. Constantly we Jews are people who ask questions - to our rabbis, teachers, friends and to ourselves. 
This particular book that I am reviewing is *EIGHT QUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK ABOUT JUDAISM*, 
by Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin* - *two 

names that appear on many of our library shelves. Herman Wouk called it "the intelligent skeptic's guide to Judaism"*.  *Many 
of us have struggled with most, if not all, of these questions. Each chapter in the book deals with one question on the list, and 
sometimes with additional questions thrown in. 
   Now let's see what these major questions are: 
Question #1 - Can one doubt God's existence and still be a good Jew? 
Question #2 - Why do we need organized religion? 
Question #3 - How can you account for unethical religious Jews? 
Question #4 - How does Judaism differ from Christianity, Marxism and Communism, ethical humanism? 
Question #5 - What is the Jewish role in the world? 
Question #6 - Why are so many young teens alienated from Judaism and the Jewish People? 
Question #7 - What actions can those of us who are parents take to lessen the chance of our children inter-
marrying? 
Question #8 - How does one begin acting Jewish? 
   To make things more interesting, each of the eight questions then goes on to discuss other questions that 
are related to and expands on the original one. It is truly a book of many questions, not just one.  
   Let's move on and see much of what this book offers. Each chapter also starts out with a couple of quo-
tations either from the bible or from the thoughts of individuals - both Jewish and non-Jewish. Perhaps it's just to get the wheels 
of your brains moving! Below, I am referring back to the list of questions shown above. Then I include some of the ideas about 
each original question, and even insert additional questions discussed in it. 
Q#1 - There is a discussion of "is belief in God rational". What happens if a person cannot believe? There is a discussion about 
atheism and what things lead to one becoming an atheist. This chapter also adds a part about the Holocaust. How can we be-
lieve in God after it? 
Q#2 - Isn't it enough to be an ethical person? What's the use of organized religion?  Who needs Jewish Law - will observing 
Shabbat or keeping kosher make me a better person? 
Q#3 - If Judaism is supposed to make people better, how do you account for unethical religious Jews? How do you account for 
ethical people who are religious? Another topic that is discussed is atheism. How does that fit in? 
Q#4 - How does Judaism differ from Christianity, Marxism and Communism? By the way, the authors remind us that all three 
of them were founded by Jews, and each "is a derivative of Judaism seeking to fulfill the messianic and utopian goals which 
Judaism introduced. ... Each dropped the Jewish means for attaining these goals." There is an interesting discussion about why 
Jews do not accept Jesus as the Messiah. What about "ethical humanism" which believes that we do not need God or religion to 
be ethical? 
Q#5 - What is the Jewish role in the world? The authors wrote: After all, "the Jews introduced God into the world, and with 
God the call to all mankind to live by one moral standard in brotherhood." Over 3200 years ago in Sinai, there were a few hun-
dred thousand ex-slaves who wanted "to perfect the world under the rule of God." Quite a task! 
Q#6 - Why are so many young Jews alienated from Judaism and the Jewish People? How can we bring our youth back? We 
need to understand why young Jews have left or why they were never with us. The authors stated: " For the great majority of 
young Jews who abandon Jewish identity, it is not Judaism but a caricature of Judaism that they are rejecting. Instead of por-
traying Judaism as the all-encompassing value system and way of life which it is, most Jewish parents and institutions have 
been treating Judaism as if it were a pastime." Even children from strongly Jewish homes have become alienated.  We then 
have a discussion about "is it too late"? 
Q#7 - This is an entire chapter about "Why I shouldn't intermarry". The authors found this to be the most difficult question to 
answer because it involves so many emotions. This chapter appeals to your mind and heart. It's an important one to read, espe-
cially when it reminds you that you may not really know your religion, or you may not really know what you are giving up! 
Q#8 - The recommendations in this chapter are to avoid a "lock step" approach where you must do this or that. Instead, look at 
it as a "not yet " rather than a total "no" ( I will not follow that rule completely). So, if you are asked "do you give 10% of your 
earnings for tzedakah, do you observe Shabbat in your home, or do you observe the laws of Kashruth, you may answer "not 
yet" or "not yet fully". This is the way to help you start to answer "how do I start acting Jewish." The rest of this chapter dis-
cusses guidelines for: Shabbat, your relationship with Israel, prayer, learning about Judaism, Jewish history, Jewish thought, 
and even *Lashon Ha-rah* (gossip when true, slander when false).  
   We are reminded that the authors, one a former fellow at Columbia School of International Affairs and the other an ordained 
rabbi, have done a good job by their "systematic" approach in answering the eight questions. One comment stated that "their 
answers are so rational, so well substantiated, and so provocative, that no reader ... will close this book without having been 
severely challenged." Do you want to be challenged? If so, you need to take this book out from our library.  
To do so, please let me know at skorinow@gmail.com or call me at 781 686 2299.  
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

mailto:skorinow@gmail.com
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Save the dates… 
 

January 10th - Music Bingo 
January 20th - Sisterhood Fashion Show 

January 30th - Shabbat Shira Service 
February 12th - Applebee’s fundraiser 

March 17th - Sisterhood Card Party 
 

...be a part of our fundraising events  
and support TBEI  

while enjoying our programs 

   The New Enjoyment Books are here 
  They are on sale in the Judaica Shop 

 

$35 

The direct line for the cemetery is:  772-882-3601 
For online information: BEMPTC.ORG  

If you take pictures at any of our functions, please send them to me so we can all share your photos. 
      Send them to:  faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

   

                

 If you would like to be on the TBEI Board 

please pick up a form in the office  

and return it to the Nominating Committee by February 1st. 

There are 2 Board seats open. 

                   Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

TRADITIONAL        CREMAINS 

A  -  Husband, wife, dependent children under 22 who are members of Temple Beth El Israel. $1850.        $1000. 

B -   Members of other Temples in the area.       $1850.        $1000. 

D  -  For non-members.          $2450.        $1200. 

 Add $50. filing fee per sale not per grave site & $195. for Perpetual Care 

       Note:  For the purpose of this pricing, a member is one who has been a paid up member of their Temple for a period of more than one year.  

        Opening and closing of 5 x 10 grave is $1200 with a tent & chairs, opening and closing of 3 x 3 grave is $450 without tent & chairs or 

        $750 with tent & chairs. 

         Add additional charge for Sunday & Holiday burials of $300 for 5 x 10 and $250 for 3 x 3. No burials on Shabbat or Jewish Holidays. 

   For more information please call:  Bob Polakow (772) 807-3355      or       Harold Schwartz (561) 635-5237 

TRADITIONAL PLOTS ARE 5’ X 10’ CREMAINS PLOTS ARE 3’ X 3’ 

Located on Old Dixie Highway in Fort Pierce one mile north of Indrio Road.  
There are four pricing levels for gravesites, all of which include Perpetual Care. 
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World Baseball Classic (WBC) Team Israel visits New York Mets  

Wednesday, March 4 - gametime 1:10 p.m. at Clover Park, Port St. Lucie 

Team Israel features Jewish Major League Baseball Players and Prospects. 

TBEI Brotherhood has reserved a limited number of tickets  

right behind the Team Israel dugout at $37/ticket. 

Purchase tickets at TBEI Office by January 20 to secure the discount price. 

 

TEAM ISRAEL VISITS THE NEW YORK METS 
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Help support the Temple………… 

 

Join us and participate in our 

programs 

PLEASE…………….. 
 
Notify the Temple office or call the Rabbi if you are aware a fellow congregant 

is ill, or if a family member is ill, or  has had an accident, or is in need of the  
Rabbi’s services.   The Rabbi can only help if he is informed that he is needed.   

          

 
 

 

 

 

 

pick up Your blue pin  

When you’re in the temple 

  

On Friday night  

January 30th 

we will have a special 

Musical Shabbat Shira Service 
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The Origins of International Holocaust Remembrance Day  
In 2005, the United Nations declared January 27 International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day. In the resolution, it is stated that every mem-
ber of the UN should honor the six million Jews as well as those mem-
bers of other minorities who perished in the Nazi genocide, and to de-
velop educational programs about this history to help prevent such 
atrocities in the future. Dozens of commemorations are held around the 
world; speeches are made at the United Nations, in Washington, in Ber-
lin, and in London. Institutions including Yad Vashem in Israel, com-
memorate the victims. Any Auschwitz survivors able to travel to the 
camp are invited to participate in the very moving and solemn ceremo-
ny held on the grounds annually  
The choice of January 27 is a relatively new phenomenon. How was 
the date chosen, and why is Auschwitz so important as a symbolic location? 
Auschwitz was liberated by the Red Army on January 27, 1945, thanks to the massive Soviet military offen-
sive near Kraków earlier that month. The Soviets did not know about the camp and stumbled upon it; as such, 
there was almost no press coverage of the liberation itself, and it went almost unnoticed. At the time, the 
world’s attention was focused on the military situation as well as the Yalta Conference during which US Pres-
ident Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin, and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
were deciding the outlines of postwar Europe. 
The Soviets quickly began to piece together the truth. They learned that only days before their arrival, 56,000 

prisoners had been forced by the SS on death marches to the west; around 7,000 prisoners remained in the 

main three camps of Auschwitz, Monowitz, and Birkenau. Most were emaciated living skeletons eking out an 

existence in excrement covered barracks; there were people scarred by medical experiments and others too 

weak to move. The Soviets set up two field hospitals with another brought in by the Red Cross, but for at least 

500 inmates, the help came too late. The Soviets were also shocked to find more evidence of appalling Nazi 

crimes, including huge bags of human hair in large white sacks, 88 pounds of glasses, 44,000 pairs of shoes, 

thousands of Jewish prayer shawls, myriad cups and bowls, shaving brushes, and over 70,000 men’s suits 

along with dresses, underwear and baby clothes; they understood, too, that this was just a fraction of what the 

Nazis had already sorted and shipped to Germany. Soviet filmmakers staged a recreation of the liberation 

some weeks after the event, with shots of the gates opening along with the now-famous scenes of children 

dressed in concentration camp uniforms. But the film made little impact at the time, and news of the liberation 

and findings at the camp were largely ignored internationally. The world was not yet interested in Auschwitz, 

in part because they did not understand what it meant. The January date only came to the fore with the 50th 

anniversary of the end of World War II. Then German President Roman Herzog attended a ceremony at 

Auschwitz on January 27, 1995, with dignitaries including Polish President Lech Wałęsa and Holocaust survi-

vor Elie Wiesel. In the midst of the widespread celebrations marking the end of the war, Herzog felt that the 

Holocaust should be remembered in a unique way. He proposed that January 27 become the official day of 

commemoration of the victims of Nazism, and as such, Germany became the first state to adopt it as an offi-

cial holiday. In 2000 during a conference in Stockholm, many European leaders, including British Prime Min-

ister Tony Blair and former French President François Mitterrand, agreed that more states should follow in the 

name of the fight against antisemitism and racism. In 2005, all members of the European Union agreed; the 

following year, in a resolution cosponsored by 104 member states, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan desig-

nated January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The first ceremony took place in the Plenary 

Hall at the UN Headquarters in New York City in 2006. 

While passing beneath the Arbeit Macht Frei gate at the concentration camp at Auschwitz I, or walking across 
the vast space of Birkenau, past the selection ramp and on toward the crematoria and gas chambers, visitors 
cannot help but remember the more than 1.1 million innocent human beings who lost their lives in this terrible 
place. The commemorations on January 27 remind us, too, that the Holocaust was the result of step-by-step 
decisions by individuals that led to the largest genocide in the history of mankind in a wave of antisemitism, 
intolerance, and hatred. As such, it remains a profound warning from history. 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/holocaust
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/reflecting-liberation-auschwitz-birkenau
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/big-three
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Written by Debbie Brateman 
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS 

1/2 - 1/3 
 
Armin Baker 
Elias Bergman 
Marks Bialick 
Louis Bindman 
Anna Blumer 
Rebecca Brener 
Myron Mayer Cohen 
Beverly Flax 
Fannie Friedman 
Alexander Goldstein 
Siegfried Kosiner 
Dan “Pop Pop" Lake 
Sylvia Pearl 
Rene' Perlraizen 
Helen Popper 
Dr. Victor Robinson 
Dr. William Robinson 
Herb Silverstein 
Gail Tobin 
Nathalie van Dernoot 
Ruth Kaplan Wolf 
Dr. Melvin Wolkowsky 

1/9 - 1/10 
 
Robert Abramson 
Albert Adler 
Ida M. Baum 
Arthur Block 
Gilbert Brodkin 
Harry Bruntil 
Rose Cagan 
Abraham Caplin 
Robert Cohen 
Sandra Cohen 
Irene Derman 
Dorothy Epstein 
Arnold Gabel 
Sally Goldberg 
Janet Hoch 
Morris Jacobs 
Sylvia Kale 
Lisa Kaufman 
Harry Kent 
Sandu Kroitor 
Morris Leinkram 
Bella Mandery 
Samuel Mastroff 
Reuben Meadow 
Ruth Miskin 
Stephen Orne 
Joan Portnoy 
Sally Davidson Rothstein 
Irving Teitelbaum 
Rebecca Weinstein 
Pauline Weiss 
Harry Wiener 
Bernard Wilker 
Leah Williamson 
Scott Winnick 
William Wolf 

1/16 - 1/17 
 
Estelle Bernstein 
Leon D Lazer 
Samuel Meyers 
Steven Redman 
Claire Rosichan 
Joseph Rotenberg 
Ethel Rothenberg 
Harvey Rubin 
Isaac Schneider 
Bernard Schwartz 
Stanley Silverberg 
Rose Simon 
Eva Spitolnick 
Bertha Tannenbaum 
Lewis Weinberg 
Henry Wemreb 
Sam Woskobojnik 

                 Please note…. 
Kaddish for your loved one will be observed at the services  

on the Friday & Saturday before the Yahrzeit date.  

1/23 - 1/24 
 
Richard Belmont 
Sophie L. Cohen 
Flossie Cranor 
Rose Goldberg 
Meyer Goodman 
Barbara Graulich 
Dr. Max Harrison 
Moshe Keyzerman 
Sarah Kezner 
Samuel Klatch 
Rabbi Charles Lesser 
Robert M Levy 
Marilyn Morgenstern 
Martin Morrison 
Ben Puchaski 
William Rothenberg 
Arthur Rubin 
Malcolm Schwartz 
Mincha Ruchel Schwartz 
Phillip Solomon 
Marcos Steisel 
Mark Stuart 
May VanDernoot 
Bella Waldman 
Stuart Weinman 
Molly Wistreich 
Harry Wynters 
Murray Zimmerman 
Pauline Zudick 

APPROPRIATE PRACTICES: 
 

• Kaddish at Synagogue 

• Memorial candle at home 

• Donation to Synagogue in  

          tribute to memory of deceased 

 loved one 

Life Cycle Events 
Our sympathy and condolences are extended to:  

Charlie & Yupa Brofman on the recent passing of his father Howard Brofman 
May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved  

1/30 - 1/31 
 
Herbert Babkes 
Albert Berman 
Louis Bernheim 
Meyer Block 
Joseph Frisch 
Jack Goldberg 
Sylvia Goldberg 
Frances Herzlich 
David Jacobs 
Bertha Kallet 
Ruth Kaplan 
Peter Krrumenacker 
Charles Peckelis 
Edward Peckelis 
Henry Pincus 
Solomon Portnoy 
Ellen Rosenberg 
Marion Rosenzweig 
Gladys H. Schnier 
Jean Segal 
Irving Shatkin 
Ida Siegman 
Solomon Slomowitz 
Rose Leah Snider 
Sam Weinberg 
Sophie Weiss 
Sarah Wortman 
Nathan Zarovsky 
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Tuesday, March 17th 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Pizza & Salad 

 
$22 per person  

Ticket sale deadline is March 10, 2026 
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For us, there is no greater responsibility than helping to honor and preserve a 
life’s story.  We believe every life should be commemorated. 
•  Adhering to Jewish Traditions. 
• Part of the Nation’s Largest Network of Jewish Funeral Homes. 
• Traditional Burials, Transfer from State and Cremations. 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Donor’s Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 City  ______________________  State  _______  Zip _______  Phone  _________ 
 
 Payable to TBEI: 
 
 $  ________  Building Reserve Fund (to help cover expenses for repairs to equipment) 

 $  ________  Capital Improvement Fund (for major improvements) 

 $  ________  Flower Fund (for flowers on the Bima for Shabbat & Holidays) 

 $  ________  General Fund (for general operations) 

 $  ________  Hevra Fund (provides meals of consolation for families in mourning) 

 $  ________  Kiddush Fund (provides refreshments after Shabbat morning services) 

 $  ________  Leaf on the Tree of Life:  

    Bronze  $100      Silver  $150      Gold  $200 

    In remembrance of a special person or event 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Library Fund (for the purchase and upkeep of library books and equipment) 

 $  ________  Memorial Plaques - $200 - in memory of a loved one 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Religious School Scholarship Fund  

   (provides need-based scholarships for students attending our religious school) 

 $  ________  Yahrzeit Fund (commemorates the anniversary of the death of a loved one) 

 $  ________  Music Fund (to provide musical accompaniment on Holidays and events) 

 $  ________  Security Fund (to offset the cost of the Security Guard at TBEI) 

           $  ________   Special Holocaust Torah MST Fund  
 

 Payable to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

 $  ________  For the use of the Rabbi for educational/charitable projects 
 

 Payable to TBEI Sisterhood: 

 $  ________  Ida Rubin Book of Life (to send cards for any occasion (birthday, get well, etc) 

 $  ________  Oneg Shabbat Fund (provides refreshments after Friday night Services. 

 
        PLEASE INDICATE THE NAME OF THE FUND RECEIVING YOUR DONATION ON THE MEMO LINE OF YOUR CHECK 
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Music Bingo at 6 p.m. 

Total Wine 
4 to 6 p.m. 

FUNDRAISING  
MEETING 6 P.M. 
 
TEMPLE BOARD 
MEETING 7 P.M. 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL                    
551 SW Bethany Drive                         
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986                   
http://www.templebethelisrael.org                                        
                  

    OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Judaica Shop  

 
Call for an appointment  

 
Linda Chazin              871-1205 

Faith Krumenacker     561-315-4281 


