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From the Desk of Rabbi Bruce Benson 
 

Sometimes it’s really hard to be a Jew. The questions abound: Are 
you Jewish enough? Too much? Secular versus Religious. Can you 
legitimately call yourself a Jew if you’re not Orthodox or, at 
least, Conservadox? When asked a question about your religion, do 
you bluff or do you actually know the answer? 
And how do you feel if you bluff and get away with it? Have you 
helped support your faith community or have you confused the ques-
tioner? 
The challenge for all faith communities is becoming daunting. By 
growing percentages, people are drifting away from organized reli-
gions and for differing reasons. My kids are grown and so it’s not as important now - I’ve 
done my job, let them make up their own minds, what do I get from it and why do I have 
to pay dues to be a Jew? These are just some of the questions that are put on the table for 
those still committed to the idea of having a relationship to the synagogue world. 
It’s quite sad that synagogues are making choices that work against their longevity. Hiring 
undertrained clergy because it’s cheaper is reducing the Cantor to a song leader, not some-
one versed in traditional Jewish music, but people who can sing “camp” songs. Around the 
country, temples look first at the cheapest option to keep dues down or risk losing people 
who make choices of trips over Torah, ships over Shabbat, lunches over learning. 
Being Jewish is a lifelong experience, it doesn’t disappear after Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 
Learning more about who you are and why that is requires a lifetime of learning even if 
it’s not every day.  We have ongoing classes for all of us to learn, grow and fulfill the Jew-
ish paradigm of “informed choice”. That was the vision of the founders of Reform Juda-
ism: make choices as to what works for you based on information and knowledge, not con-
venience or lack of education and knowledge. 
Interestingly, prayer is a learned skill, not a challenge to survive. Looking inward to be-
come the best that you can be, requires some work, some review of self, and the willing-
ness to grow. Each of those things can be found in the temple in some way: Sisterhood or 
Brotherhood, Adult Education, Services, Torah study, social events, and more. 
Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, the founder of Reconstructionist Judaism, suggests that Judaism 
falls into three categories: Religious (services), Education, and Social. He suggested that 
each Jew is 100% a Jew regardless of how the 3 parts are divided. Like a pizza, we are all 
100% a full pie no matter what size the three pieces are. When put together, you still have 
a whole pie. 
        Continued on next page... 
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Rabbi Benson’s Cell Phone Number is:  561-601-8294 

The President’s Communication Corner ……………… 
 

Please join us when we welcome local Veterans Groups to a ceremony in recognition and in 

honor of the Four Chaplains on Sunday, February 1st at 5:30 p.m. Our congregation is invit-

ed to attend and to commemorate this historical event.  

On February 7th, we will be celebrating Tu B’Shevat after the morning service and a Memo-
rial tribute to Miriam Cassel. 
 

We have several events coming up in the next couple of months, let’s all show our apprecia-
tion for the work that goes into the planning and preparing for these events by attending. 
 

Sisterhood’s Dine & Donate dinner at Applebee’s is on February 12th. The Sisterhood/
Brotherhood joint meeting with guest speaker Ellis Bromberg presenting a program on “The 
Great American Songbook” on February 17th. The Sisterhood Card Party/Luncheon is on 
March 17th.  
 

Plan on joining us for Shabbat across America on March 13th. Call the office to let us know 
what you will bring to this potluck dinner.  
 
Let’s stay healthy and safe together.       Faith  
  

 ביחד  

Our officer’s phone numbers: 
 

Faith Krumenacker ~ President 

Norman Miller ~ Vice President 

  ~ Treasurer 

Arlene Schweitzer ~ Secretary 

Linda Chazin ~ Sisterhood President 

Irving Kamsler ~ Brotherhood President 

 

561-315-4281  

561-222-0676 

 

305-804-8979 

772-871-1205 

772-408-0937         
  

 Continued from page 1… 
 

So: which are you and how big a percentage? Think about it and write down the numbers in the spaces I’ve 
left for you.  
Be honest though. ___Services.      _______Education      ______ Social.  
How’s that working for you?  A small change can make a big difference. 
Remember that you are the representative of the Jewish people to someone asking a question of one of us. 
Perhaps your answer will keep someone from misunderstanding the Jews and their confusion and potential 
dislike of the Jews will disappear through knowledge. Will you be able to answer them for real? Perhaps 
Tuesday adult ed. classes or Thursday Torah study can help you defend the Jewish people in a way that puts 
us in a much better, more understood light. It’s worth it to be a Jewish hero, ey? 
 

           Rabbi Bruce 
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Sisterhood News 
 

Hello Everyone! 
Sisterhood and Brotherhood are partnering to bring you a wonderful program for our 
Tuesday, February 17th General meeting. 
Ellis Bromberg is bringing beautiful music from the Jewish writers Songbook.  Bring 
your lunch at 11:30 and we will provide dessert. 
Thank you to the Sisterhood Board and the models for making our Fashion Show and 
Luncheon a huge success! 
  
Linda Chazin, President 

  

Let’s celebrate Shabbat across America together 
with a pot luck dinner 

Friday night, March 13th at 6 pm 

The Spirit of Shabbat: 
“More than Jews have kept Shabbat,  
Shabbat has kept the Jews.” 

Please contact the Temple office by March 6th 
to let us know what you can bring to this dinner  

so that we don’t all bring the same thing. 

 

Thank you to everyone that supports our events 
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BROTHERHOOD NEWS :  
 
 

The next Brotherhood Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday February 3rd at 1:30 PM. 
All Brotherhood Members are invited to attend. Please note the new time for Brotherhood Board Meet-
ings, the 1st Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM. 
On February 17th our own Ellis Bromberg will present The Great American Songbook 
Writers: (Mostly Jewish Americans) to a combined Brotherhood/Sisterhood meeting. 
Meeting starts at 11:30 AM. Bring your own lunch. Desserts and Beverages will be provided. 
On Wednesday March 4th at 1:10 PM the New York Mets will be playing Team Israel of the World Base-
ball Classic (WBC). Team Israel features Jewish Major League Baseball Players and Prospects. 
On Wednesday March 18th, Brotherhood will be holding a Fundraiser at Miller’s Ale House on St. Lucie 
West Blvd. Watch for a flyer and additional information. 
Please let your friends and neighbors know about these events. 
Please let us know of any event or topic of interest that you would like to have Brotherhood sponsor. 
I look forward to seeing and working with all of you during the coming year. 
Please note my email address for Brotherhood and TBEI matters: 
brotherhood@tbei.org 
My Best, 
Irving (Ving) Kamsler, 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@tbei.org 
(917) 992-5740 

 
Brotherhood’s Next Fundraiser 

 
Miller’s Ale House 

in St Lucie West 
 

Wednesday, March 18th 
 

Flyer will be available soon 

You’re Invited!!!! 
 

 Join Rabbi Benson  
             on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

for our Torah Study Class on ZOOM 
The link is in this issue on page 12. 
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The Saga of the Four Chaplains tells an inspiring story of four military chaplains who sacrificed 
their lives during World War II to save others. On Feb. 3, 1943, the USAT Dorchester, carrying 
over 900 soldiers, was struck by a German torpedo in the icy waters of the North Atlantic. 
 
As the ship began to sink, Army chaplains Lt. George Fox (Methodist), Lt. Alexander Goode 
(Jewish), Lt. John Washington (Catholic), and Lt. Clark Poling (Reformed Church in America) of-
fered prayers and calm guidance, distributing life jackets and helping soldiers to safety. 
 
When the supply of life jackets ran out, the chaplains gave up their own and linked arms, praying 
together as they went down with the ship. Their selfless actions embody unity, courage, and faith 
under unimaginable circumstances. 
 
Remembering the Four Chaplains is vital because their story transcends faith and exemplifies 
service to others above self. They remind us of the power of unity, especially during times of cri-
sis. 
 
This year, the Korean War Veterans Chapter 106 will host the Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremo-
ny on February 1st , 2026 at 5:30 p.m.at Temple Beth El Israel, located at 551 SW Bethany Drive, 
Port St. Lucie. 

The Four Chaplains Ceremony 
 

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 1st at 5:30 p.m. 
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Celebrate Tu B’Shevat on February 7th following the Saturday morning Service 
 
What is Tu B’shevat? 
Tu B’shevat gets its name from the date on which the holiday occurs, the 15th of the month of Shevat. A mi-
nor Jewish holiday, it is often referred to as the new year (or “birthday”) of the trees. The holiday originated in 
the Talmud, and was based on the date chosen for calculating the agricultural cycle of taking tithes from the 
produce of the trees, which were brought as first-fruit offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
How is Tu B’shevat celebrated? 
The holiday of Tu B’shevat fell out of practice after the destruction of the Second Temple, but was revived by 
kabbalists in the Middle Ages. They instituted the practice of the Tu B’shevat seder, a meal that partly mirrors 
the Passover seder and involves eating biblical foods native to the Holy Land and drinking four cups of wine. 
Tu B’shevat has developed into an ecological holiday that reminds Jews of our connection to the earth and to 
our role as caretakers of the environment. Some modern practices include donating money to plant trees in Is-
rael or planting trees locally. The kabbalistic Tu B’shevat seder has also been reclaimed. 
 
What kinds of foods are eaten on Tu B’shevat? 
As part of the Tu B’shevat seder it is customary to eat from shiv’at ha’minim (seven species endemic to the 
Land of Israel): wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, dates. Beyond that, there are many possible 
variations for preparing a Tu B’shevat meal, usually incorporating dried fruit and nuts, and one can be creative 
in deciding how to plan the menu. 
 



 

7 

The Sisterhood 
‘Fashion Show 

was very  
Successful!! 
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Tuesday, March 17th 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Pizza & Salad 

 
$22 per person  

           Ticket sale deadline is March 10, 2026 
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Visit our Judaica Shop  
We have many new and beautiful items on sale. 

Call for an appointment 
 

Linda  871-1205  Faith  561-315-4281 
 

This past month:   
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In Loving Memory... 
 
Miriam Cassel was an invaluable member of 
our Temple for many, many years. Her 
knowledge and dedication to our congregation 
was tremendously appreciated. 
Thanks to Miriam and her contributions we 
had special Kiddush lunches every Saturday 
for so many years. And Miriam’s High Holiday 
reading of Jonah year after year was amazing. 
She has been a hard act to follow in all ways! 
Miriam helped prepare our members to read a 
Haftorah portion each week for years; it was 
always a highlight of our Saturday morning 
services. 

Miriam devoted herself and her time to helping to prepare so many of 
our students both in the Temple and in her home with their Haftorah 
portions for their Bar & Bat Mitzvahs.   
It all adds up to a very grateful appreciation for all she had done here 

and for her friendship. She has been sorely missed.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                  We celebrated Len & Eve’s Birthdays                                                                                               
        with  their family. 
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1 Deborah Brateman 
2  Charles Brofman 
12 Joseph Greenwald 
13 Jacqueline Ward 
17 Kathrin Davis 
18 Jason Grant 
23 Liana Rosichan-Nader 
24 Albert Bindman 
24 Sherry Frank 
27 Francine Tama 
 
 
 

February Birthdays 

 
C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
I  
O  
N 
S 

February Anniversaries 

 
8 Richard & Karol Levine 

Life Cycle Events 
 

Our sympathy and condolences are extended to:  

Deborah Brateman on the loss of her brother Jeffrey Farenback Brateman 
 

The family of Miriam Cassel on her recent passing 
Linda & Bernie Chazin on the passing of his brother Albert Arthur Chazin 

  

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved  

IDA RUBIN BOOK OF LIFE  

 
 

 

CONDOLENCES  
TO CHARLIE & YUPA ON THE LOSS OF HIS FATHER HOWARD BROFMAN: 
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
TO HILLARY & ERIC LEVINE  
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
TO BARBARA LITTMAN ON THE LOSS OF HER SISTER MISSY COHEN: 
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
TO DEBBIE BRATEMAN ON THE LOSS OF HER BROTHER JEFFREY 
FARENBACK BRATEMAN: 
Karol & Rich Levine 
Judi & Ving Kamsler 
 
TO LINDA & BERNIE CHAZIN ON THE LOSS OF HIS BROTHER ALBERT ARTHUR CHAZIN: 
Karol & Richard Levine 
Maryann Polk 
Naomi Saphire 
 
TO MICHAEL KUTNER & FAMILY ON THE PASSING OF MIRIAM CASSEL: 
Linda & Bernie Chazin 
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THE STAMP CORNER ~ ~  
 
 

          By Ellis Bromberg  
 
 On February 9, the Technion in Haifa, Israel's oldest university, will mark the 101st 
anniversary of its official opening in 1925.  The school's first class consisted of 17 stu-
dents -- 16 men and one woman -- whose studies 
mainly focused on architecture and construction en-
gineering.  Notably the school chose Hebrew as its 
language of instruction, even though most of the lec-
turers were Jewish professors who had recently emi-
grated from Europe and hardly knew Hebrew.  Alt-
hough its original educational offerings were limited, 
the Technion would evolve into one of the world's 
top 10 technological research universities.  
 
The school and its alumni have consistently led the 
development of Israel's infrastructure.  In addition to 
aspiring towards excellence in research and educa-
tion, the Technion has been closely tied to Israel's 
security and economic planning.  Four Nobel Prize 
winners have emerged from the school: distin-
guished professors Avram Hershko, Aaron Ciechano-
ver, Dan Shechtman, and Arieh Warshel.   
 
This month's featured 9.10 shekel multicolored stamp was issued last year to mark 
the Technion’s 100th anniversary.  The stamp's design encapsulates the past, pre-
sent, and future of the school, showcasing the groundbreaking research for which it 
has become known in Israel and around the world.  Scientific and technological inno-
vation is depicted in the upper part of the stamp through various symbols: a molecule 
(representing research in chemistry and Nobel prizes in the field); DNA (symbolizing 
advancements in biology, medicine, and life sciences); and the electron (representing 
pioneering technological research in engineering).  The past is represented by the 
number 100.   
 
In 1923, two years before the school's opening, Albert Einstein visited the site and 
planted a now-famous palm tree there, symbolizing his support for the nascent insti-
tution.  The tree still stands on the Technion’s original campus in Haifa's Hadar neigh-
borhood where the school was located in its early decades.  That building, now the 
Madatech science museum, is shown on the tab, the label attached to the bottom of 
the stamp.  The Technion currently has five campuses: three in Haifa; one in Shan-
tou, China; and another in New York City, part of Cornell Tech. 
 
Upon its 100th anniversary, Israeli President Isaac Herzog commented, "The Tech-
nion is a symbol of Israeli excellence.  One hundred years of innovation, ground-
breaking research, and the continuous pursuit of world-class achievements.  A lead-
ing scientific and technological institute, the home of Nobel Prize winners, and a 
bridge for collaboration between Israel and the world."  

A special thank you to Ellis Bromberg for his very interesting and informative articles on stamps every month . 

ISRAEL'S OLDEST UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES 101st ANNIVERSARY THIS MONTH  
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For more information  about  
what’s happening in the Temple  

go to TBEI.org 

 

 

Join Rabbi Benson for:  
 

TORAH STUDY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We meet every THURSDAY beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
          to study and reflect on the weekly Torah portion.  

         Join us for this study of the Torah and its specific lessons for the week. 
Here’s the Zoom link: 

  

                              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910 

                    We look forward to having you join this lively discussion. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910
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New Adult Ed. class 
Join us as we start a new adult ed. class entitled:  

”Who Wrote the Bible? Searching for it’s Origins and Authors”. 

Let’s examine the different versions that look at WHY they are different. 

 

Classes meet on ZOOM Tuesday mornings 10:00 - 11:00 am 

Here’s the sign-on information needed: 

https://zoom.us/j/84122238910  

The passcode if needed: kJ372a 

Lower case: k // upper case J // lower case a 

 

We look forward to seeing you on line. 

https://zoom.us/j/84122238910
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 
551 SW Bethany Drive 

Port St Lucie, FL  34986 
772-336-2424 

PASSOVER SEDER 
Wednesday, APRIL 1st at 6:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

Join us for a festive Seder at TBEI  
with all the ritual Seder food 

Led by Rabbi Bruce Benson  

                      
  
  Adult members   $36.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Adult non-members   $46.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children of members (6 - 16) $16.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children of non-members  $18.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children 5 years and under free   $______ chicken___   beef___ 

       Total enclosed   $______ 

   Name __________________________________    
   Phone # ________________________________  
 
            Deadline for ticket sales is Wednesday, March 25th 
            Make check payable to: TBEI - Passover Seder 
             Reservations are required to attend the Seder 
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  Friday night Candle Lighting Schedule:  
              

   
                         

February: 
 

   6 5:50 pm 
 13 5:54 pm 
 20 5:59 pm 

  27           6:03 pm 
   
                   
 
Lighting the Shabbat Candles: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baruch ata Adonay, Eloheynu melech ha-olam, asher kid-

shanu b’mitz-votuv, v’tzivanu l’hadlik nayr shel Shabbat. 

 

Praised are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has 

taught us the way of holiness through the Mitzvot, and en-

joined upon us the kindling of the Shabbat lights.  

 

  Bronze - $100    
 Silver - $150 
 Gold  - $200    

               Memorial Plaques - $200 
            Call the Temple office @ 336-2424                      

            to reserve a leaf or memorial plaque                   

TREE OF LIFE AND 
 MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

 
 
 
 
 

 
To plant a tree in Israel the direct number is: 

800-542-8733          The cost is $18.00  

 
Our Shofar advertising year begins with the September issue. 
If you or anyone you know would like to advertise in our 
monthly newsletter please contact the Temple office for details.   
 
 Rates are as follows per year: 
 

FULL PAGE……………….……….$325.00  
HALF PAGE……………………..…$200.00  
QUARTER PAGE………………….$145.00  
BUSINESS CARD………..…………. 95.00  

ONE-TIME FULL PAGE………….…$ 40.00 / ISSUE 
 
Print-ready ads must be submitted no later than August 10th 
for the September issue.  Please send your ad to: 
 
          faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

 

1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Suite 100  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986  
Web: www.karplaw.com 

 (772) 343-8411   (800) 893-9911 

 

Call the office by March 6th to let us know 
what you’ll bring to our potluck dinner 
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Our Monthly TBEI Library Book Review……………….by Sheilah Korinow 
 
 

     It's always nice to take a break - not only from what we do, but also from the many serious and more 
complicated ways of thinking required for my monthly book reviews. This comes at a time when I had 
heard positive remarks about our December 25th Temple get together to listen and laugh when two come-
dians performed for us. At the same time, I happened to notice a book on one of our shelves, *OLD JEWS 
TELLING JOKES* , written by Sam Hoffman, a man who had a website devoted to video portraits of el-

derly people telling jokes. The site was covered by many blogs and has been featured in *New York Magazine, The 
Huffington Post, and The Wall Street Journal. *He joined with Eric Spiegelman, a man who produced Internet content 
for a production company. (He was also a lawyer). The book then caught on when Sam Hoffman decided to just vide-
otape his dad and friends telling the same old jokes they've been telling for many years. No one under 60 was allowed to 
tell jokes (he needed people with lifetimes of experiences). Before you knew it, they were shooting rounds of jokes in 
New York City and in Los Angeles, with plans for Florida and London. 
   In this book, the jokes are categorized into chapters, which as the authors wrote, “trace the trajectory of the Jewish ex-
perience in America...and our goal is a portrait, both in photos and jokes, of an evolving culture." The topics covered are 
the following, and I am quite sure you can think of what some would be. They are: The Jewish Mother, Who are the 
Jews?, Coming to America, Moving to the Suburbs, The Rabbi, Food, Husbands and Wives, Sex, Illness and Doctors, 
Getting Old, and Illness and Death: The Last Laugh. 
   It's true, sometimes you will come across a joke that will cause you to roll your eyes - 
but this just makes us appreciate the really good ones.  
Let me show you a few of the jokes in the book: 
 
- It's the year 2016, and a Jew has been elected president. He calls his mother and says, 
"Ma, I'm the president of the United States! Are you coming to the inauguration?" 
   She says, "Eh, well, I've got nothing to wear." 
   He says, "Ma, I'm gonna be president. I can get you a dressmaker." 
   She says, "Eh, well, I only eat kosher," 
   "Ma, I'm gonna be president! I can get you a kosher meal." 
   She says, "Eh, well, how am I going to get there?" 
   "Ma, I can get you Air Force One. Come to the inaugural." 
   She ends up at the inaugural and they're on the reviewing stand.. 
On the left side of her are all of the Supreme Court justices; on the right side is the presi-
dent's cabinet.    She nudges the guy to her right and says, "You see that guy with his 
hand up? His brother's a doctor!" 
 
- This guy tells his mother that he's finally going to get married. His mother is thrilled! 
   She says, "Am I gonna meet her?"          
   He says, "Well, Ma, I'd like to play a little game with you. You have such a good sense of what's going on. I'd like to 
bring in three women and have you guess which one's gonna be my wife." 
   His mother agrees. The next day, he brings in three beautiful ladies and he sits down on the couch next to his mom. His 
mom talks to them for two minutes and says, "The redhead in the middle." 
   He says, "Ma, that's amazing! How'd you do that so quickly?" 
   She says, "Cause I don't like her." 
 
-  During the commission of a bank robbery, one of the bank robbers' masks falls off. He puts it back on real fast. There 
are a couple of people standing off to his right, and he says to one of the guys, "When my mask fell down, did you get a 
look at my face?" 
   The guy says, "Yeah, I did." 
   He shoots him. 
   There's another guy standing next to the first guy, and he asks him, "When my mask fell down, did you get a look at my 
face?" 
   The second guy says, "Yeah, I did." 
   He shoots him. 
   There is a third guy standing there, and the bank robber asks him, "You know, when my mask fell down, did you get a 
look at my face?" 
   He says, "No, I didn't, but my wife did." 
   It sometimes helps to read the joke to other people, or at least out loud while by yourself. After all, laughter is conta-
gious! You can actually go through the book and take pictures of those jokes you love (as long as you don't put them in a 
book and sell it)! This way, you are prepared to enjoy these jokes with others when the time is right. To enjoy more of 
this book, you can check it out of our library. To do that, contact me at skorinow@gmail.com or call me at 781 686 2299. 
We all need a good laugh once in a while! 

mailto:skorinow@gmail.com
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Join Rabbi Benson  
on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

for interesting Torah Study discussions 
on Zoom.   

We can all learn more about Judaism.  

From:            In Memory Of: 

 
 
 

YAHRZEIT  FUND  DONATIONS 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in December  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
GENEROUS DONATIONS: 

 
   

           Donations to the General Fund: 
 
         Dr. Donald Rudolf 
                ~ 

In Memory of Howard Brofman 
 

TBEI Sisterhood 
                    ~ 

  Donations to the Music Fund  
   In Memory of Missy Cohen 
   
  Arlene Schweitzer 
    Susan Schwartz 
    

    Donation to the Music Fund  
         In Memory of Howard Brofman 
   
      Rosalyn Infeld 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in December  

Rhonda & George Gibula Sabina Dener 
Irving (Ving) & Judi Kamsler Sally Davidson Rothstein 
Eileen S Katzman  Ida Katzman, 
     Saul Schulley 
Harvey Levy   Sandra Puchaski 
Rochelle Lustig   Elias Bergman 
Donald Rose   Eugene Rose 
Belle Sidel   Marusia Wishnevsky 
Meta Thomas   Betty Prepon 
Karen Wolf   William Siegman 
Fran Kroitor   Arnold Kroiter 
Michael & Lynne Cohn  Bella Mandery 
Ferne Barishman  Irving Teitelbaum 
Robert & Beth Glassberg Bernard Schwartz 

Please note that as of February 1st names on the Mi Shebeirach 

list will stay on for 4 weeks. If you want to add a name again or 

add a new name, please call the Temple by the 20th of the pre-

ceding month. (By February 20th for the month of March, etc.) 
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Help support the Temple………… 

 

Join us and participate in our 

programs 

PLEASE…………….. 
 
Notify the Temple office or call the Rabbi if you are aware a fellow congregant 

is ill, or if a family member is ill, or  has had an accident, or is in need of the  
Rabbi’s services.   The Rabbi can only help if he is informed that he is needed.   

 
 

 

 

 

pick up Your blue pin  

When you’re in the temple 

 Celebrate Tu B’Shevat 
February 7th 

Following the Saturday morning service. 
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“PARADISE SHATTERED” 
STREAMING FEBRUARY 6th - 8th  ~ ~  LIVE FEBRUARY 8th at 2:30 p.m. 

 
AT TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL ~ ~ RABBI BRUCE BENSON 

551 SW BETHANY DRIVE 
ST LUCIE WEST ~ ~ 772-336-2424 

CONTACT: STEVE SHANKMAN @ stalshankman@GMAIL.COM  
 

DONATIONS ARE 8.00 PER PERSON FOR NON-MEMBERS  
 

Refreshments at 2 p.m.        Film at 2:30 p.m. 

Ronit Ifergan and her husband relo-
cate to a Kibbutz, Kfar Aza in 2013.  
 
They document life in the Kibbutz 
and their struggle for home and se-
curity with the film Border Crossing 
and they continue to do so.  
 
After October 7

th
 they must decide to 

stay or leave.  
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          “THE PROPERTY” 

   STREAMED MARCH 6th – 8th  

             LIVE MARCH 8th  

     TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

Mika and her grandmother jour-
ney to Poland to reclaim the fami-
ly property. A long lost distant rel-
ative appears and Mika falls for 
her tour guide. Regina then de-
cides to look for her long love, 
from whom she was separated sev-
enty years ago. 

            “THE MIDAS MAN” 

 STREAMED APRIL 30th – MAY 2nd  

        LIVE SATURDAY MAY 2nd  

        TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 

This is a new biopic exploring the story 

of Brian Epstein, the Jewish, gay man, 

from Liverpool, who discovers the Beat-

les. He took a big risk as a first-time 

manager and changed the world of mu-

sic forever. He died at the age of 32. 

       “THIS IS MY MOTHER” 

     STREAMED APRIL 10th - 12th 

              LIVE APRIL 12th  

      TEMPLE BEIT HAYAM 

Pierre’s mother is bipolar, whimsical 
and excessive. She shows up after es-
caping from her clinic. His only intent 
is to return her to the clinic and re-
sume a normal life, but nothing goes 
according to plan. the reunion - both 
explosive, funny and moving trans-
forms them forever. 

CUT HERE AND RETURN_ Checks payable to: TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 

Name[s]____________________________Phone_______________________email_____________________________________ 

Address______________________________City__________________________State_____ Zip___________   

No. Patrons @ $36 each ______ Total $____________ 

Donation for security $_________    TOTAL $____________          

     “PARADISE SHATTERED” 

STREAMED FEBRUARY 6th – 8th  

         LIVE FEBRUARY 8th  

   TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 

Ronit Ifergan and her husband re-
locate to a Kibbutz, Kfar Aza in 
2013. They document life in the 
Kibbutz and their struggle for 
home and security with the film 
Border Crossing and they continue 
to do so. After October 7th they 
must decide to stay or leave. 

                             2025-26 

All films shown live will 

be at 2:30 PM preceded 

by wine, fruit, vegetables 

and desserts at 2:00 PM 

Charges are $8.00  

per person  

(payable at door)  

or $36.00 per person  

for the series 

MAIL TO: Joan Weissman-Burton 

                 248 NW Liseron Way,  

                 St. Lucie West, FL 34986 
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Save the dates… 
 

February 1st - Four Chaplains Service  
February 7th - Tu B’Shevat Celebration 
February 17th - Sisterhood/Brotherhood 

March 13th - Shabbat Across America 
March  17th - Sisterhood Card Party 

 
...be a part of our fundraising events  

and support TBEI  
while enjoying our programs 

 

The direct line for the cemetery is:  772-882-3601 
For online information: BEMPTC.ORG  

If you take pictures at any of our functions, please send them to me so we can all share your photos. 
      Send them to:  faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

Life Cycle Events ~  Get Well Wishes and speedy recovery to our Temple family & friends: 
  
Arnalda Alwood   Ferne Barishman   Elizabeth Cooper   
Laurie Cooper   Len Epstein    Cindy Goldman   
Doris Haendel   Carol Kahn    Linda Levin    
Carol Seigel    Laurette Shrage   Chuck Waldron  
 

JoAnn Allen    Alexandra Barney   Pauline Burton  
Dorit Chomer   Amy Conoly    Amy Eichenbaum  
Keith Fabregas   Makayla Margulies   Ashleigh Mc Gregor  
Susan Satarsky   June Shadman   Jaclyn Shrage   
Larissa Vignola   Ruth Weintraub   Kris Ann Weiss 
Yitzchak Ben Berel    Rickie Ziv    Beverly Ziv 

  

                   Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

TRADITIONAL        CREMAINS 

A  -  Husband, wife, dependent children under 22 who are members of Temple Beth El Israel. $1850.        $1000. 

B -   Members of other Temples in the area.       $1850.        $1000. 

D  -  For non-members.          $2450.        $1200. 

 Add $50. filing fee per sale not per grave site & $195. for Perpetual Care 

       Note:  For the purpose of this pricing, a member is one who has been a paid up member of their Temple for a period of more than one year.  

        Opening and closing of 5 x 10 grave is $1200 with a tent & chairs, opening and closing of 3 x 3 grave is $450 without tent & chairs or 

        $750 with tent & chairs. 

         Add additional charge for Sunday & Holiday burials of $300 for 5 x 10 and $250 for 3 x 3. No burials on Shabbat or Jewish Holidays. 

   For more information please call:  Bob Polakow (772) 807-3355      or       Harold Schwartz (561) 635-5237 

TRADITIONAL PLOTS ARE 5’ X 10’ CREMAINS PLOTS ARE 3’ X 3’ 

Located on Old Dixie Highway in Fort Pierce one mile north of Indrio Road.  
There are four pricing levels for gravesites, all of which include Perpetual Care. 
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FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS 

2/13 - 2/14 
 
Phyllis Brofman 
Rebecca Ruderman Cantor * 
Renee Flower Cypress  
Leonard Elster * 
Barnett Filler * 
Jennie Filler * 
Mollie Gabel 
Leon Goldberg 
Abrahm Graulich 
Dorothy Gordon Heller * 
Esther Isenburg * 
Jacqueline Krumenacker * 
Scott Keith Lippman * 
Edward Macy * 
Rose Mathis * 
Bruno Menkel * 
Richard Rosichan 
Nan Rubin 
Jonathan David Saxe * 
Bernard Selkin * 
Louis Silver * 
Ted Stockel 
Edward Joel Suss * 
Irving Whitman * 
Maurice Williams 
Connie Yuglenski 

2/20 - 2/21 
 
Tillie Ambrosino 
Anna Appel * 
Samuel Auerbach * 
Nathan Belzer * 
Ruth Benson 
Abraham Berkowitz 
Sonia Feldman 
Joel B Freedman 
Nathan Garfinkel 
Rabbi Solomon Goldberg 
Tillie Goldberg 
Beverly Graulich 
Martin Greshes 
Herbert Kahn 
Celia Kaufman 
Fred Kohn * 
Esther Lotsof * 
Kurt Mandel 
Gunter Marcuse 
Joseph Potell * 
Bertha Rose 
Sidney Rosenzweig 
Philip Schwartz * 
Alan Slepoy * 
Sidney Murray Slutskin * 
Etta Stack * 
Israel Taslitt * 
Donald Ziev 

2/27 - 2/28 
 
Celia Barishman 
Anna Baslow * 
Henrietta Bergman * 
William Berman 
Meyer Deutsch * 
Leonard Dinger * 
Haskall Feen * 
Esther Fingerle 
Anna Fivel 
Yale Friedman * 
Charles Goldwater 
Meyer Charles Heller * 
Lucile Herz 
Jack Herzlich 
Harold Holtsbrg * 
Benedict Kahan 
Joseph Kampf 
Helen Kleinberger * 
Motel Lax * 
Renee Lazer 
Louis Lesser * 
Fannie Linke * 
David Nitowitz * 
Evelyn Oppenheimer 
Betty Passy-Davis * 
Ida Plotkin * 
Florence Rice 
David Rosman * 
William Schwartz 
Norma Sidel 
Max Sidelman * 
Alfred Simon 
Albert Skolnick 
Dorothy Skolnick 
Joseph Sosnick 
Anna Stein 

Please note…. 
Kaddish for your loved one will be observed at the services 

on the Friday & Saturday before the Yahrzeit date.  

2/6 - 2/7 
 
Charles Budoff * 
Michael Cooper * 
Bernard Drizin 
Morris Goldwater 
Tina Hacht 
Sayde (Skip) Harris 
Samuel Heller * 
Mark Infeld 
Yvetta Karpf * 
Naomi Karr 
Rose Kent 
Leila Levine 
Eleanor Mager * 
Gussie Maloveny 
Rachel Matlin * 
Fritz Meinhardt * 
Michael A Merlin 
Sally Block Millman * 
Harold Morin * 
Estelle Paden * 
Stella Safeer * 
Isaiah Sanderson * 
Phillip Schwartz 
Augusta Shatkin  
Isaac Siegel * 
Sophia Silverstein * 
Evelyn Slavin 
Marilyn Staiman * 
Asher Teich 
Jacques Teich 
Dorothy Werner * 
Henry Moses Young * 

APPROPRIATE PRACTICES: 
 

• Kaddish at Synagogue 

• Memorial candle at home 

• Donation to Synagogue in  

          tribute to memory of deceased 

 loved one 
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For us, there is no greater responsibility than helping to honor and preserve a 
life’s story.  We believe every life should be commemorated. 
•  Adhering to Jewish Traditions. 
• Part of the Nation’s Largest Network of Jewish Funeral Homes. 
• Traditional Burials, Transfer from State and Cremations. 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Donor’s Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 City  ______________________  State  _______  Zip _______  Phone  _________ 
 
 Payable to TBEI: 
 
 $  ________  Building Reserve Fund (to help cover expenses for repairs to equipment) 

 $  ________  Capital Improvement Fund (for major improvements) 

 $  ________  Flower Fund (for flowers on the Bima for Shabbat & Holidays) 

 $  ________  General Fund (for general operations) 

 $  ________  Hevra Fund (provides meals of consolation for families in mourning) 

 $  ________  Kiddush Fund (provides refreshments after Shabbat morning services) 

 $  ________  Leaf on the Tree of Life:  

    Bronze  $100      Silver  $150      Gold  $200 

    In remembrance of a special person or event 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Library Fund (for the purchase and upkeep of library books and equipment) 

 $  ________  Memorial Plaques - $200 - in memory of a loved one 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Religious School Scholarship Fund  

   (provides need-based scholarships for students attending our religious school) 

 $  ________  Yahrzeit Fund (commemorates the anniversary of the death of a loved one) 

 $  ________  Music Fund (to provide musical accompaniment on Holidays and events) 

 $  ________  Security Fund (to offset the cost of the Security Guard at TBEI) 

           $  ________   Special Holocaust Torah MST Fund  
 

 Payable to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

 $  ________  For the use of the Rabbi for educational/charitable projects 
 

 Payable to TBEI Sisterhood: 

 $  ________  Ida Rubin Book of Life (to send cards for any occasion (birthday, get well, etc) 

 $  ________  Oneg Shabbat Fund (provides refreshments after Friday night Services. 

 
        PLEASE INDICATE THE NAME OF THE FUND RECEIVING YOUR DONATION ON THE MEMO LINE OF YOUR CHECK 
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The Four Chaplains  
Ceremony at 5:30 

 

 

TCJFF FILM 
2 P.M. 

“PARADISE 
SHATTERED” 

TU B’SHEVAT 
SEDER 

FOLLOWING THE 
SERVICE 

 Guest Speaker 
Ellis Bromberg 



 

29 

 
TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL                    
551 SW Bethany Drive                         
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986                   
http://www.templebethelisrael.org                                        
                  

    OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Judaica Shop  

 
Call for an appointment  

 
Linda Chazin              871-1205 

Faith Krumenacker     561-315-4281 


