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From the Desk of Rabbi Bruce Benson 
 

 
The Torah portions coming up in the next several weeks are preparing us 
for the most important events in the history of the Israelite people.  
 
We are about to embark on the Exodus. Nascent freedom does not sug-
gest that people who have just tasted freedom, who are unsure how to 
deal with the trials and tribulations of freedom and, even more im-
portantly, how to handle this new skill, who are asked to parse the skills 
needed to live according to the concepts freedom requires of us. 
 
After 3 years of trials and tribulations in the desert, God points out that 
structures must be created to elicit stability and so, the Israelites, upon 
reaching the boundaries of Canaan, are rebuffed by God who feels they are not ready, do not 
have the necessary skill sets to handle governance and all that entails. God sends them back 
into the desert to learn what is needed to rule over, defend and, in fact, dominate those who 
actually already inhabit the land before God suggests they are ready to rule.  
 
That explains the other 37 years of wandering and through necessity building a society with 
rules and commonality to create consolidated purpose. There is great strength found in those 
moments of joining together.  
 
Over the next few weeks, we will encounter God in many challenges must surmount, at Mount 
Sinai, crossing of the Sea of Reeds, building and then destroying the Golden Calf are just some 
of the most obvious that most of us remember. 
 
It is through those unique moments of vision that we, as people, grew stronger and wiser at the 
same time. 
 
As the hostages of Israel slowly are freed by the ugly hands of haters and we try to reach a 
place of mediated peace for all parties in the Middle East, let us come to acknowledge that the 
most prized ground is the middle ground where all give a little to get a little. Let us pray that all 
can get enough to allow them all to step back and live in their ”holy place” remembering one of 
the most important names of God is “HaMakom” - “the Place”. This signifies that God is, in fact, 
everywhere. 
 
Let God, with the help of all who are righteous, bring home all the hostages of war, from all 
sides and let there be peace in HaMakom. 
Let us take our part in creating HaMakom so that God can reside everywhere. Let us make TBEI 
a Makom for all. 
 
Rabbi Bruce 

Temple Beth El Israel 
                          551 SW Bethany Drive 

 Port St Lucie, FL 34986 
 phone  772-336-2424                  

                                     

                     February 2025 
                      SHEVAT  5785                         

  The Shofar 
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Rabbi Benson’s Cell Phone Number is:  561-601-8294 

The President’s Communication Corner ……………… 
 

It was so great to see so many attend our recent Music Bingo. Attendance at our events is so 
important because it helps to generate the funds that get us closer to meeting our budgeted 
expenses, not to mention unexpected expenses. We’re planning another Music Bingo on Sat-
urday, March 29th – let’s spread the word so we have an even bigger event. 
 

Please join us when we welcome local Veterans Groups to an Interfaith ceremony in recogni-

tion and in honor of the Four Chaplains on Tuesday, February 4th at 1:00 p.m. Our congre-

gation is invited to attend and to commemorate this historical event.  

We have several events coming up in the next couple of months, let’s all show our apprecia-
tion for the work that goes into the planning and preparing for these events by attending. 
The Sisterhood Card Party/Luncheon on February 18th, Brotherhood’s Dine & Donate din-
ner at Recovery Grill on February 5

th
 and a Doo Wop show with ShaBoom on March 8

th.  
 

On March 7th, plan on joining us for Shabbat across America. Call the office to let us know 
what you will bring.  
 
Let’s stay healthy and safe together.  
 

           Faith  

 ביחד  

You’re Invited!!!! 

 

Join Rabbi Benson  

             on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

for our Torah Study Class on ZOOM 

The link is in this issue on page 12. 

Our officer’s phone numbers: 
 

Faith Krumenacker ~ President 

Norman Miller ~ Vice President 

David Bialick ~ Treasurer 

Arlene Schweitzer ~ Secretary 

Linda Chazin ~ Sisterhood President 

Bill Shrage ~ Brotherhood President 

 

561-315-4281  

561-222-0676 

732-371-0555 

305-804-8979 

772-871-1205 

203-216-2218         
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Sisterhood News 
 

Hello Ladies!   

Our Card/Mahjong/Game Party is coming up on Tuesday, February 18th at 11:30.   

Please buy your tickets so we can tell Tutto Fresco, our Caterer, the number of people at-
tending.   

Thank you!!  I look forward to greeting you!   

Linda Chazin, President 

  

Let’s celebrate Shabbat across America together 
with a pot luck dinner 

Friday night, March 7th at 6 pm 

The Spirit of Shabbat: 
“More than Jews have kept Shabbat,  
Shabbat has kept the Jews.” 

-Achad Ha’am 

Please contact the Temple office by February 28th 
to let us know what you can bring to this dinner  

so that we don’t all bring the same thing. 

 
Don’t forget to get your Enjoyment Book for 2025!! 



 

4 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS : 

Dear Members, 
The Brotherhood Board discussed the vacant position of Security Officer which has historically come from the 
Brotherhood. Richard Levine volunteered to write a job description for the position for Board approval.  
On January 9th, we had the pleasure of hosting Dr. Kurt who presented a highly informative demonstration on 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) techniques.  The event was attended by members of the Brotherhood 
and Sisterhood. 
As a friendly reminder, our “Dine and Donate” fundraiser is scheduled to take place at the Recovery Grill in 
Tradition on February 5th, 2025, from 4PM to 8PM.  This event promises to be an enjoyable evening of din-
ing, music, and dancing, all while supporting the Brotherhood Temple Fundraiser. 
To ensure that a portion of your bill goes towards supporting our fundraiser, please remember to present the 
“Dine and Donate” certificate at the time of your visit.  These certificates can be obtained in the Temple lobby 
or found in the weekly “Shofar”. 
We encourage you to gather a group of friends and join us on February 5th for a fun and memorable evening 
while making a difference in our community.  Your support is greatly appreciated! 
We are looking at some dates for a St. Lucie Mets Baseball game (or several games) beginning in April when 
the Mets season starts.  We will keep you posted and keep an eye on the official St. Lucie Mets website or oth-
er reliable sources for the most up-to-date schedule information and will look to get our tickets once they’re 
available. A day at the ballpark with friends and fellow Mets fans is always a good time! 
The Board discussed the importance of increasing Brotherhood membership.  The members agreed that bring-
ing in new members would not only strengthen the organization’s presence but also provide fresh ideas and 
opportunities for growth. If you are interested in joining the Brotherhood, please contact me (Bill Shrage) at 
203-216-2219. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Sincerely,  
Bill Shrage, Brotherhood President 
Sailshrage@aol.com 
203-216-2219 

 
 

 
The Four Chaplains were United States 
Army Chaplains who gave their lives to 
save other civilian and military person-
nel as the troop ship U.S. Army 
Transport Dorchester sank during 
World War II. 
They helped other soldiers board life 
boats and gave up their own life jack-
ets when the supply ran out. 

The Chaplains joined arms, said prayers, and sang hymns as they went down with the ship. 
This event was the catalyst for Americans to embrace interfaith understanding. 
Join us on Tuesday, February 4th at 1 p.m. for a Memorial Service to honor the  Four 
Chaplains. 

The Four Chaplains 

mailto:Sailshrage@aol.com
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We celebrated  
Eve & Len Epstein’s 

Birthdays 

Dr. Kurt gave us CPR instructions  
and also demonstrated  
how to use a tourniquet 

This past month:   
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Julia Argenziano 
 
Please join us as we celebrate the Bat Mitzvah of our daughter. 
 
Julia is in 7th grade at St Lucie West K-8 where she takes all ad-
vanced classes.  Julia is an avid volleyball player for her school and 
at Up On Top Volleyball Academy.  She also volunteers at the Hu-
mane Society of the Treasure Coast in her spare time caring for the 
animals in the critter room.   We are looking forward to Julia be-
coming a Bat Mitzvah on Feb 8, 2025.   
 
     Jill & John Argenziano 

IDA RUBIN BOOK OF LIFE  
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO NADINE WENZEL: 
Sandra & Bruce Lippman 
 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO DORIS HAENDEL:  
Sandra & Bruce Lippman 
Eve & Len Epstein 
Eileen Katzman 
Kathy & Ray Isenburg 
Naomi Saphire & Ruth Siegel 
 
 

CONDOLENCES TO HANNA SHAPIRA: 
Kathy & Ray Isenburg 
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Celebrate Tu B’Shevat on February 15th during the Saturday morning Service 
 
What is Tu B’shevat? 
Tu B’shevat gets its name from the date on which the holiday occurs, the 15th of the month of Shevat. A mi-
nor Jewish holiday, it is often referred to as the new year (or “birthday”) of the trees. The holiday originated in 
the Talmud, and was based on the date chosen for calculating the agricultural cycle of taking tithes from the 
produce of the trees, which were brought as first-fruit offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
How is Tu B’shevat celebrated? 
The holiday of Tu B’shevat fell out of practice after the destruction of the Second Temple, but was revived by 
kabbalists in the Middle Ages. They instituted the practice of the Tu B’shevat seder, a meal that partly mirrors 
the Passover seder and involves eating biblical foods native to the Holy Land and drinking four cups of wine. 
Tu B’shevat has developed into an ecological holiday that reminds Jews of our connection to the earth and to 
our role as caretakers of the environment. Some modern practices include donating money to plant trees in Is-
rael or planting trees locally. The kabbalistic Tu B’shevat seder has also been reclaimed. 
 
What kinds of foods are eaten on Tu B’shevat? 
As part of the Tu B’shevat seder it is customary to eat from shiv’at ha’minim (seven species endemic to the 
Land of Israel): wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, dates. Beyond that, there are many possible 
variations for preparing a Tu B’shevat meal, usually incorporating dried fruit and nuts, and one can be creative 
in deciding how to plan the menu. 
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Visit our Judaica Shop  

We have many new and beautiful items on sale. 

Call for an appointment 

 

Linda  871-1205  Faith  561-315-4281 

This past month:   
 
  
 
 
 

                   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Music Bingo was fun and everyone had a good time, especially the winners.  

Thank you to Rob Glassberg for taking the photos at Music Bingo.  
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1 Deborah Brateman 
2 Shelli August 
2 Charles Brofman 
9 Ronald Berman 
12 Joseph Greenwald 
13 Jacqueline Ward 
17 Kathrin Davis 
18 Jason Grant 
19 Lesley Eagle 
23 Liana Rosichan-Nader 
24 Albert Bindman 
24 Sherry Frank 
27 Francine Tama 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthdays 

 
C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
I  
O  
N 
S 

February Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 

 
8 Richard & Karol Levine 

 

Saturday, March 8th at 7 p.m. ~ ~  tickets are $25. 
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NEW ADULT ED CLASSES WILL BE ON ZOOM AND LIVE AT THE TEMPLE 
ON TUESDAY MORNINGS FROM 10:00 - 11:30 A.M. 

 
“STORIES & LITERATURE” 

 
THIS SERIES OF LECTURES WILL BE ON VARIED SUBJECTS OF JEWISH INTEREST.    

THE SCHEDULE AND THE TOPICS GIVEN BY A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LECTURERS IS BELOW.  
INTERESTING DISCUSSIONS WILL FOLLOW THE LECTURES.  

 
FEBRUARY 11 - GREAT MYTHOLOGIES: THE BOOK OF JOB 

FEBRUARY18 - MEDIEVAL LEGACY: ANTI-SEMITISM 
FEBRUARY 25 - “RICHARD THE LIONHEART” (THE 3RD CRUSADE) 

 
MARCH 4 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE:  

                     AN INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (1) 
MARCH 11 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (2) 
MARCH 18 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (3) 
MARCH 25  - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (4) 

APRIL 1 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (5) 
APRIL 8 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (6) 
APRIL15 - BIBLICAL WISDOM LITERATURE (7) 

 
MORE CLASSES TO FOLLOW. 

 
** IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE WATCHING FROM HOME: THE LINK FOR EVERY CLASS, IS THE SAME.   

COPY IT AND PUT IT ON YOUR DESKTOP SO THAT YOU SIMPLY CLICK ON IT EVERY WEEK  AND IT WILL 
BRING YOU TO THE “WAITING ROOM” WHERE YOU WILL BE LET IN. 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE CLASSES START ON TIME  
AND ONCE THE LECTURES HAVE BEGUN, THEY CANNOT BE STOPPED OR RESTARTED. 

 
              To Join Zoom Meeting: 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910?pwd=OUJRWDdKb0JmbHdUQ3BkVmRLZlBSdz09 

 
     Meeting ID:  841 2223 8910    Passcode: kJ372a   (The J is capitalized) 

 

Life Cycle Events 
 

Our sympathy and condolences are extended to:  

                          Helen Stuart and her family on the loss of her husband Mark. 

Harold Kaufman and his family on the loss of his wife Lisa. 

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910?pwd=OUJRWDdKb0JmbHdUQ3BkVmRLZlBSdz09


 

12 

THE STAMP CORNER ~ ~  
 MARKING THE 76th ANNIVERSARY OF THE KNESSET'S INAUGURAL MEETING 

          By Ellis Bromberg  
Seventy-six years ago this month, on February 14, 1949, the 
modern Knesset, Israel's unicameral parliament, convened for 
the first time.  Significantly, it was on Tu BiShvat, Israel's Arbor 
Day.  This month's featured stamp was issued in 1966 when the 
iconic Knesset Building, still in use today, opened its doors for 
the first time.  But on that day in 1949, the body convened at 
what was the Jewish Agency Building on King George Street in 
Jerusalem, today known as the National Institutions Building. 
The Knesset took its name and fixed its membership at 120 
from the Knesset HaGdola (Great Assembly), the representative 
Jewish council convened in Jerusalem in the 5th century BCE by 
Ezra, an important scribe and priest, and Nehemiah, who had 
served as governor of Persian Judea.  

The modern Israeli Knesset convened for the first time following elections in January 1949.  It succeeded the 
provisional government that had functioned as the Jewish community's parliament during the Mandate Era and 
the first few months after statehood had been declared.  In his speech opening the inaugural session, Israeli 
President Chaim Weizmann told the Knesset members that the aim of the Jewish state would be, before every-
thing else, "to gather in the exiles from all parts of the world."  He emphasized that this was a great day not only 
in the lives of the Jewish people but also in world history. 
To mark the momentous occasion, a procession of school children carrying Israeli flags and huge bouquets 
marched through the main streets of Jerusalem.  It stopped in front of the Jewish Agency Building where Weiz-
mann, Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, members of the first Cabinet, the newly-elected members of the 
Knesset, and guests attended a solemn service in honor of the Israel Defense Forces soldiers killed in battle to 
help establish the State. 
The Knesset chose Tu BiShvat for its first meeting partly because of a strange void in the Jewish calen-
dar.  Though there are dates recognized for the departure from Egypt, for the receiving of the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, for the beginning of the siege around Jerusalem, for the fall of the Temples, and much more, there is no 
day on the calendar that marks the Israelites' entry into the Promised Land after 40 years of wandering in the 
desert.  In the Zionist "reinvention" of the Jewish calendar, Tu BiShvat assumed that role because the agricul-
tural theme of the holiday connects naturally to the story of Israel's rebirth, as referenced in the Book of Isaiah: 
"In days to come shall Jacob take root, Israel shall blossom and bud; And the face of the world shall be filled 
with fruitage" (Isaiah 27:6).  In just a few words, that verse brings together the three key messages of the day: 
Tu BiShvat ("take root," "blossom and bud"); the inauguration of the Knesset ("shall Jacob take root"); and how 
the world would be enriched by the establishment of Israel ("the world shall be filled with fruitage").   
The major function of the Knesset is to legislate laws and revise them as necessary.  Additional duties include 
establishing the government, making policy decisions, reviewing government activities, and electing the Presi-
dent of the State and the State Comptroller.   
February's featured stamp, a 1 Israeli pound violet blue issue, marked the inauguration on August 30, 1966, of 
the Knesset's permanent home in the Givat Ram neighborhood of Jerusalem.  Polish-born German-Israeli ar-
chitect Ossip Klarwein designed the building, which was dedicated in a ceremony attended by the heads of 44 
parliaments and about 6000 Israelis.  Over the years, significant additions to the original building have been 
constructed, but they were built at levels below and behind the main structure so as to not detract from its 
original appearance.        

A special long-overdue thank you to Ellis Bromberg for his very interesting and informative articles on stamps every month . 



 

13 

For more information  about  
what’s happening in the Temple  

go to TBEI.org 

 

 

Join Rabbi Benson for:  
 

TORAH STUDY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We meet every THURSDAY beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
          to study and reflect on the weekly Torah portion.  

         Join us for this study of the Torah and its specific lessons for the week. 
Here’s the Zoom link: 

  

                              https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910 

                    We look forward to having you join this lively discussion. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 
551 SW Bethany Drive 

Port St Lucie, FL  34986 
772-336-2424 

PASSOVER SEDER 
Saturday, APRIL 12th at 6:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

Join us for a festive Seder at TBEI  
with all the ritual Seder food 

Led by Rabbi Bruce Benson  

                      
  
  Adult members   $36.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Adult non-members   $46.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children of members (6 - 16) $16.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children of non-members  $18.00 $______ chicken___   beef___ 

  Children 5 years and under free   $______ chicken___   beef___ 

       Total enclosed   $______ 

   Name __________________________________    
   Phone # ________________________________  
 
            Deadline for ticket sales is Friday, March 31st 
            Make check payable to: TBEI - Passover Seder 
             Reservations are required to attend the Seder 
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  Friday night Candle Lighting Schedule:  
              

   
                         

February: 
 

   7 5:51 pm 
 14 5:55 pm 
 21 6:00 pm 

  28          6:04 pm 
   
                   
 
Lighting the Shabbat Candles: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baruch ata Adonay, Eloheynu melech ha-olam, asher kid-

shanu b’mitz-votuv, v’tzivanu l’hadlik nayr shel Shabbat. 

 

Praised are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has 

taught us the way of holiness through the Mitzvot, and en-

joined upon us the kindling of the Shabbat lights.  

 

  Bronze - $100    
 Silver - $150 
 Gold  - $200    

               Memorial Plaques - $200 
            Call the Temple office @ 336-2424                      

            to reserve a leaf or memorial plaque                   

TREE OF LIFE AND 
 MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

 
 
 
 
 

 
To plant a tree in Israel the direct number is: 

800-542-8733          The cost is $18.00  

 
Our Shofar advertising year begins with the September issue. 
If you or anyone you know would like to advertise in our 
monthly newsletter please contact the Temple office for details.   
 
 Rates are as follows per year: 
 

FULL PAGE……………….……….$325.00  
HALF PAGE……………………..…$200.00  
QUARTER PAGE………………….$145.00  
BUSINESS CARD………..…………. 95.00  

ONE-TIME FULL PAGE………….…$ 40.00 / ISSUE 
 
Print-ready ads must be submitted no later than August 10th 
for the September issue.  Please send your ad to: 
 
          faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

 

1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Suite 100  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986  
Web: www.karplaw.com 

 (772) 343-8411   (800) 893-9911 
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Our Monthly TBEI Library Book Review……………….by Sheilah Korinow 
 
 

   In last month's article, I mentioned there would be a Part 2 regarding Rabbi Joseph Telushkin's 
book The Book of Jewish Values - a Day by Day Guide to Ethical Learning. There was so 
much to know in this book that I needed to extend the article into the February Shofar. If you did 
not read last month's article, or even if you did, it would be helpful to read it again so you can re-

mind yourself what the book was about. I am now going to continue with the list I already composed concern-
ing the ethical issues we need to study and then practice. 
 

- Don't humiliate the enemy 
- Acknowledge your sin and accept responsibility 
- Ask for forgiveness, even when you're not fully in the wrong 
- Do you scream when you should? 
- Read and listen to points of view with which you disagree 
- Don't threaten your children with physical punishment 
- Schedule kindness into your day 
- Don't embarrass your guest or children 
- What the Torah says about prevention of cruelty to animals 
- Don't bear a grudge 
- Start your day with gratitude 
- If you have a tendency to complain about others 
- Respect your family's privacy 
- Questions to ask yourself before you criticize another 
- Knowing when to step aside 
- When you have judged another unfairly 
- Be conscious of the goodness and sweetness in others 
- Seek peace and pursue it 
- Don't snap at your spouse 
- When silence is golden 
- Learn even from those with whom you disagree 
- The ban on taking revenge 
- Who is a hero? 
- When you're tempted to do something wrong 
- Learning to say "I need" 
- You are not as good as you think you are, and the world  is not as bad as you think it is 
- Learning to keep your envy in check 
- Don't get used to other people's suffering.                                                                                        
- Repentance is good - over repentance is not 
- Don't stereotype groups 
- Never insult another 
- One who calls another person a cruel nickname - this is a form of abuse 
- Study Judaism fifteen minutes a day...start now 
- Don't insult your spouse 
- Would Jewish ethics permit a Jew to own a gun store? 
  
   You should know that even this long list is not a complete one. Other issues are discussed in the book that 
you might enjoy examining. Rabbi Telushkin, to complete his helpful book, has used the Bible, the Talmud, 
and other of Judaism's sacred writings to provide us with a manual on how to live an honest, kind and decent 
life. The issues he writes about are not only ones that we come across today but have been around since the be-
ginning of human interactions. How fortunate we are to have such an interesting and useful book as this in our 
library! Rabbi Telushkin provides us with not only a manual for living life, but the inspiration we need to fol-
low it.  His stories and descriptions are so meaningful. You might even want to make copies of the pages that 
are extremely helpful for you, or even purchase the book on Amazon. I know I will want to refer back to it 
many times in my future! 
  If you would like to take this book from our library, contact me at email:skorinow@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:skorinow@gmail.com
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Michael Cook, DMD 
John Harllee, DDS 

Join Rabbi Benson  
on Thursday mornings at 10 AM  

for interesting Torah Study discussions 
on Zoom.   

We can all learn more about Judaism.  

From:            In Memory Of: 
Belle Sidel   Marusia Wishnevsky 
Hannah L. Pollack   John Pollark 
Ferne Barishman  Milton Barishman 
Eileen S Katzman  Ida Katzman 
Eileen S Katzman  Saul Schulley 
Rhonda & George Gibula Sabina Dener 
Gail Cost   Sylvia Silberberg 
Harvey Levy   Sandra Puchaski 
David & Arlyn Bialick  Marks Bialick 
Michael & Lynne Cohn  Bella Mandery 
Beverly Elster   Sandra Cohen 
Irving (Ving) & Judi Kamsler Sally Davidson Rothstein 
Fran Kroitor   Arnold Harry Kroitor 
Fran Kroitor   Judith Lenore Kroitor 
Alan Portnoy   Joan Portnoy 
Donald Rose   Ida Rose 
Barbara Mandel   Leah Williamson 
Myra Silverstein   Herb Silverstein 
William & Suzy Weinshank Bertram Weinshank 
 
 
 

YAHRZEIT  FUND  DONATIONS 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in December  

 

Shaboom 
March 8th at 7 p.m. 

The Los Angeles Jewish Federation has started a wildfire relief fund:  
 

jewishla.org/wildfire-crisis-relief/.   
 
The devastated Pacific Palisades community has a large Jewish population, and 
there has been some coverage of the effect the fires have had on synagogues in the 
region. 
 
NBC reporter Jacob Soboroff, a native of Pacific Palisades, is Jewish and has dis-
cussed on air how his home synagogue is one of the few buildings that has not 
burned down in the community.  Also, Ruth Berman Harris, is the cantor at a syna-
gogue in Pasadena, and she was interviewed in the Forward about her husband res-
cuing a Torah from their burning shul. 

http://jewishla.org/wildfire-crisis-relief/
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Help support the Temple………… 

 

Join us and participate in our 

programs 

PLEASE…………….. 
 
Notify the Temple office or call the Rabbi if you are aware a fellow congregant 

is ill, or if a family member is ill, or  has had an accident, or is in need of the  
Rabbi’s services.   The Rabbi can only help if he is informed that he is needed.   

 
 

 

 

 

pick up Your blue pin  

When you’re in the temple 

 Celebrate Tu B’Shevat 
February 15th 

During the Saturday morning service. 
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TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
“THE BOY IN THE WOODS” 

 
STREAMING JANUARY 31st - FEBRUARY 2nd   

~ ~  LIVE FEBRUARY 2nd at 2:30 p.m. ~ ~ 
 

AT TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL ~ ~ RABBI BRUCE BENSON 
551 SW BETHANY DRIVE 

ST LUCIE WEST ~ ~ 772-336-2424 

CONTACT: STEVE SHANKMAN @ stalshankman@gmail.com 
(954) 703-0451) 

  
DONATIONS ARE 6.00 PER PERSON FOR NON-MEMBERS  

 
Refreshments at 2 p.m.        Film at 2:30 p.m. 

  

Based on the true story of Maxwell 
Smart, it dramatizes the remarkable 
story of a Jewish boy hiding in the 
forest of Nazi occupied Poland dur-
ing World War II.  
 
He is forced to fend for himself and 
then to also care for a baby he finds 
after the Nazi’s kill its mother. 
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      TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
                                            

        2024 

                           PLEASE VISIT OUR AMAZING WEBSITE AT tcjff.com 
__________________________CUT HERE AND RETURN_________________________________________                                                                           

 Checks payable to: TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 

Name[s]________________________Phone_____________email_____________________________________ 

Address______________________________City__________________________State_____ Zip___________ 

No. Patrons @ $25 each   _________          Total $  ___________    

No. Patrons @ $30 each    _________   Total $  ___________ 

Donation for security  $_________      TOTAL $__________                              

          BOY IN THE WOODS 
STREAMED JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2 

      LIVE FEBRUARY 2, 2025 
    TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL 
 

Based on the true story of Maxwell 
Smart It dramatizes the remarkable 
story of a Jewish boy hiding in the 
forest of Nazi occupied Poland dur-
ing World War II. He is forced to 
fend for himself and then to also 
care for a baby he finds after the 
Nazi’s kill its mother. 
  

               MATCHMAKING   
STREAMED FEBRURY 28 - MARCH 2 
            LIVE MARCH 2, 2025 
       TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
 

Moti falls head over heels in love with 
his sister’s friend Nechama, but isn’t 
allowed to date her. She is from a Miz-
rahi family and he from an Ashkenazi 
family. To the great despair of both sets 
of parents and matchmaker he goes to 
comical lengths to pursue his one true 
love. 
. 
 

                    YANIV 
    STREAMED APRIL 4 - 6 
        LIVE APRIL 6, 2025 
    TEMPLE BEIT HAYAM 
Funding is cut for a High School’s 
musical. A teacher resolves to earn 
it back by playing a card game 
called Yaniv. He joins an under-
ground card game run by the Ha-
sidic Jewish community and with 
the help of another teacher, who is 
a gambler cheats during the game. 
 

All films shown live will be at 2:30 PM preceded by wine, fruit, vegetables and desserts at 2:00 PM.    Charges are 

$6.00 per person (payable at door)  or $25.00 per person for the series. Patrons are $30.00 per person for the series 

and are recognized in each film program. Streamed showings may be watched any time on dates listed. 

MAIL TO:  
Joan Weissman -Burton 

248 NW Liseron Way 

St. Lucie West  FL 34986 

 

Join us on Tuesday & Thursday mornings for our Adult Ed classes with Rabbi Benson 

Click on the meeting ID below a few minutes prior to 10 a.m.   
It will bring you to the “waiting room”  

USE: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910   ~ ~ ~   Password kJ372a (letter J is capital) 

 
Meeting ID:  841 2223 8910      Password: kJ372a 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122238910?pwd=OUJRWDdKb0JmbHdUQ3BkVmRLZlBSdz09
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Temple Beth El Israel presents 

ShaBoom 
Saturday, March 8th 2025 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets $25 
 

  Refreshments will be served after the performance. 
 

 
 

Purchase tickets at Temple Beth El Israel  
551 SW Bethany Drive  ~  St Lucie West 34986 

Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For information call 772-336-2424 
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Save the dates… 
 

February 4th - Four Chaplains Service  
February 5th - Recovery Grill 

February 8th - Julia Argenziano Bat Mitzvah 
February 15th - Tu B’Shevat Celebration 

February 18th - Sisterhood Card Party 
March 7th - Shabbat Across America 
March 8th - Shaboom Doo Wop Show 

 
...be a part of our fundraising events  

   The New Enjoyment Books are here 
  They are on sale in the Judaica Shop 

 

$35 

The direct line for the cemetery is:  772-882-3601 
For online information: BEMPTC.ORG  

If you take pictures at any of our functions, please send them to me so we can all share your photos. 
      Send them to:  faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

Life Cycle Events ~  Get Well Wishes and speedy recovery to our Temple family & friends: 
  
  Doris Haendel              Carole Mortman                   Carol Seigel                     
         Nadine Wenzel 
                                                         

          David Austin                    Michael Becker                    Darlene Brofman 
          Miriam Cassel                  Amy Conoly                      Jeffrey Farenback-Brateman    
 David Dickter     Marc Ginsberg             Mara Kupperman                         
 Ashleigh Mc Gregor         Cookie Romeo                        George Vansco 
 Jackson T. Winn II                      Beverly Ziv 

  

                

                   Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

TRADITIONAL        CREMAINS 

A  -  Husband, wife, dependent children under 22 who are members of Temple Beth El Israel. $1850.        $1000. 

B -   Members of other Temples in the area.       $1850.        $1000. 

D  -  For non-members.          $2450.        $1200. 

 Add $50. filing fee per sale not per grave site & $195. for Perpetual Care 

       Note:  For the purpose of this pricing, a member is one who has been a paid up member of their Temple for a period of more than one year.  

        Opening and closing of 5 x 10 grave is $1200 with a tent & chairs, opening and closing of 3 x 3 grave is $450 without tent & chairs or 

        $750 with tent & chairs. 

         Add additional charge for Sunday & Holiday burials of $300 for 5 x 10 and $250 for 3 x 3. No burials on Shabbat or Jewish Holidays. 

   For more information please call:  Bob Polakow (772) 807-3355      or       Harold Schwartz (561) 635-5237 

TRADITIONAL PLOTS ARE 5’ X 10’ CREMAINS PLOTS ARE 3’ X 3’ 

Located on Old Dixie Highway in Fort Pierce one mile north of Indrio Road.  
There are four pricing levels for gravesites, all of which include Perpetual Care. 
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FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS 

YAHRZEIT 
Observance is an annual reminder of the  

date of death of a loved one and a tribute  
to the influence they made on our lives.    

2/7 - 2/8 
 
Louis Berman 
Louis Bernheim 
Charles Budoff 
Sophie L. Cohen 
Michael Cooper 
Flossie Cranor 
Bernard Drizin 
Jack Goldberg 
Meyer Goodman 
Tina Hacht 
Dr. Max Harrison 
Samuel Heller 
Ruth Kaplan 
Yvetta Karpf 
Rose Kent 
Robert M Levy 
Eleanor Mager 
Michael A Merlin 
Sally Block Millman 
Ellen Rosenberg 
Marion Rosenzweig 
Stella Safeer 
Irving Shatkin 
Isaac Siegel 
Ida Siegman 
Sophia Silverstein 
Stuart Weinman 
Sophie Weiss 
Sarah Wortman 
Nathan Zarovsky 
Pauline Zudick 

2/14 - 2/15 
 
Herbert Babkes 
Albert Berman 
Rebecca Ruderman Cantor 
Abrahm Graulich 
Dorothy Gordon Heller 
Mark Infeld 
Naomi Karr 
Edward Macy 
Gussie Maloveny 
Rose Mathis 
Rachel Matlin 
Fritz Meinhardt 
Estelle Paden 
William Peltz 
Richard Rosichan 
Isaiah Sanderson 
Gladys H. Schnier 
Evelyn Slavin 
Solomon Joseph Slomowitz 
Marilyn Staiman 
Asher Teich 
Jacques Teich 
Irving Whitman 
Connie Yeglinski 
Henry Moses Young 
 

2/21 - 2/22 
 
Renee Flower Cypress 
Barnett Filler 
Jennie Filler 
Leon Goldberg 
Morris Goldwater 
Sayde (Skip) Harris 
Meyer Charles Heller 
Herbert Kahn 
Fred Kohn 
Scott Keith Lippman 
Gunter Marcuse 
Bruno Menkel 
Betty Passy-Davis 
Philip Schwartz 
Phillip Schwartz 
Augusta Shatkin 
Albert Skolnick 
Dorothy Skolnick 
Alan Slepoy 
Dorothy Werner 
 

Please note…. 
Kaddish for your loved one will be observed at the services 

on the Friday & Saturday before the Yahrzeit date.  

1/31 - 2/1 
 
Meyer Block 
Harry Epstein 
Joseph Frisch 
Rose Goldberg 
Sylvia Goldberg 
Barbara Graulich 
Frances Herzlich 
David Jacobs 
Bertha Kallet 
Sarah Kezner 
Peter Krumenacker 
Leila Levine 
Marilyn Morgenstern 
Harold Morin 
Charles Peckelis 
Edward Peckelis 
Solomon Portnoy 
Steven Redman 
Joseph Rotenberg 
Bernard Schwartz 
Jean Segal 
Rose Simon 
Rose Leah Snider 
Sam Weinberg 
Henry Wemreb 

APPROPRIATE PRACTICES: 
 

• Kaddish at Synagogue 

• Memorial candle at home 

• Donation to Synagogue in  

          tribute to memory of deceased 

 loved one 
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For us, there is no greater responsibility than helping to honor and preserve a 
life’s story.  We believe every life should be commemorated. 
•  Adhering to Jewish Traditions. 
• Part of the Nation’s Largest Network of Jewish Funeral Homes. 
• Traditional Burials, Transfer from State and Cremations. 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Donor’s Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 City  ______________________  State  _______  Zip _______  Phone  _________ 
 
 Payable to TBEI: 
 
 $  ________  Building Reserve Fund (to help cover expenses for repairs to equipment) 

 $  ________  Capital Improvement Fund (for major improvements) 

 $  ________  Flower Fund (for flowers on the Bima for Shabbat & Holidays) 

 $  ________  General Fund (for general operations) 

 $  ________  Hevra Fund (provides meals of consolation for families in mourning) 

 $  ________  Kiddush Fund (provides refreshments after Shabbat morning services) 

 $  ________  Leaf on the Tree of Life:  

    Bronze  $100      Silver  $150      Gold  $200 

    In remembrance of a special person or event 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Library Fund (for the purchase and upkeep of library books and equipment) 

 $  ________  Memorial Plaques - $200 - in memory of a loved one 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Religious School Scholarship Fund  

   (provides need-based scholarships for students attending our religious school) 

 $  ________  Yahrzeit Fund (commemorates the anniversary of the death of a loved one) 

 $  ________  Music Fund (to provide musical accompaniment on Holidays and events) 

 $  ________  Security Fund (to offset the cost of the Security Guard at TBEI) 

           $  ________   Special Holocaust Torah MST Fund  
 

 Payable to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

 $  ________  For the use of the Rabbi for educational/charitable projects 
 

 Payable to TBEI Sisterhood: 

 $  ________  Ida Rubin Book of Life (to send cards for any occasion (birthday, get well, etc) 

 $  ________  Oneg Shabbat Fund (provides refreshments after Friday night Services. 

 
        PLEASE INDICATE THE NAME OF THE FUND RECEIVING YOUR DONATION ON THE MEMO LINE OF YOUR CHECK 



 

29 

The Four Chaplains  
Ceremony at 1:30 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL                    
551 SW Bethany Drive                         
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986                   
http://www.templebethelisrael.org                                        
                  

    OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Judaica Shop  

 
Call for an appointment  

 
Linda Chazin              871-1205 

Faith Krumenacker     561-315-4281 


