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From the Desk of Rabbi Bruce Benson 
 

I’m beginning to know what a 40-year trek feels like. Our ancestors, accord-
ing to this week’s Torah portion, are just about at the shores of the Sea of 
Reeds, with the Egyptians closing in fast. Our ancestors ran as fast as they 
could to be boxed in on front and back sides ending with virtually no escape 
routes that seemed viable. 
 
All looked pretty grim as they defined their options, none of which were ei-
ther wise or, in any form of probability, realistic to create success.  They ulti-
mately chose wisely and determined the answer was to look forward - look-
ing back brings with it baggage. Forward? Hope and dreams. 
We are the inheritors of our ancestor’s dreams. I’m quite sure they never im-
agined it would be easy and, by any stretch of the imagination, it surely was-
n’t and hasn’t been. The touchstone of our pride is how we have always suc-
ceeded by our Chalom (our dreams). 
 
It is our time now - to look forward and dream. The last year hasn’t been easy, nor will the near future. 
But, in looking just a little bit further than that, we can see the crest of our hopes, the vision of our val-
ues and the strength of our foresight. 
 
Watch for notifications regarding our updated service schedule. We are looking at both indoor and out-
door services, how to hold them safely and comfortably, as are synagogues and churches around the 
country and, in fact, the world. We have our challenges, and we will overcome each and every one of 
them - together.  
 
Purim is coming the end of the month and we are looking at the possibility of an outdoor ADULT Pu-
rim event on the last Friday in February. But - we NEED YOUR HELP!! 
 
You’ve had a break now for a number of months - Who wants to help create a wonderful fun and 
JEWnique event for us? Call the office and let us know you’re in… Whatever your skills or thoughts - 
we can use them. Now’s the time to walk forward, as did Nachshon ben Aminadav, the first Jew to step 
into the Sea (nope - it wasn’t Moses) and help us begin the process of safely and appropriately coming 
out of the darkness into the light. Let’s look at the virus as a really teeny Haman, trying to keep us 
down. 
 
Let’s do it - together 
So much more to come. Remember, as I often say: 
You’ll see what you seek. Look ahead at a stronger Jewish community, strengthened by a test of mas-
sive proportions. We are winning a step at a time and will continue to do so - Let’s make it happen… 
בשלום                                                                                
                                                                                       Rabbi Bruce 
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Rabbi Benson’s Cell Phone Number is:  561-601-8294 

 For more information  about 
what’s happening  

in the Temple  
go to our Website at: 

 
TBEI.org 

 

Help support the Temple………… 

 

Until we return to  

normal programming 

The President’s Communication Corner ……………… 
 
A very grateful thank you to everyone that has already made very generous donations to our 
Temple. Your devotion to TBEI is so heartwarming. We truly are a family that cares. 
 

We are hopeful that we will all be vaccinated in the near future and that will enable us to re-
turn to a somewhat normal existence. That we can hold services safely—although we will 
have to continue to wear masks and socially distance for the foreseeable future.  
 

Until then, join us on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays for a variety of online 
Zoom classes and discussions afterward. The Monday (7 p.m.) & Thursday (10 a.m.) classes 
are connected, Thursday (10 a.m.) is a different topic and Saturday Torah study (10 a.m.) 
includes a brief morning service. We had a surprise (Zoom) visit from Amy Jill Levine, the 
instructor on our newest Zoom presentation, arranged by Rabbi Benson. She is extremely 
knowledgeable, is a very interesting speaker and we all enjoyed listening to her and meeting 
her. 
 

Watch for the email about our next “Shabbat in the Lot” Purim service—weather permit-
ting—at the end of this month, on February 25th.       
           Faith  

Our officer’s phone numbers: 
Faith Krumenacker ~ President 

Ellis Bromberg ~ First Vice President 

Bill Weber  ~ Second Vice President 

Sue Klatch ~ Treasurer 

Tobi Rettig ~ Financial Secretary 

Ray Feldman ~ Recording Secretary 

Lydia Bauman ~ Corresponding Secretary 

Evelyn Poulter & Eve Epstein ~ Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Len Epstein ~ Brotherhood President 

343-7639  

414-218-2535 

344-0965   

336-7175 

340-4372 

305-965-2155 

807-9978 

812-1124/ 807-4713 

807-4713         

 ביחד  



SISTERHOOD  NEWS 
 

Dear Sisterhood Ladies, 
 

Let’s hope we can return to our regular routine at TBEI soon.  
 

Don’t forget our new fun-raiser. For $10.00 (for the whole year) we will print in the 
Shofar your Simcha; Births, anniversaries, graduations, etc. any good news or any 
positive or happy news you want to share. Please send checks to TBEI and mark 
it Sisterhood, then E-mail  Evelyn Poulter at evelinap_11 @yahoo.com with your 
greeting or announcement. 
 

We would like to thank everyone who purchased an Enjoyment book.  
Here’s hoping that 2021 is a better year for all of us. 
 

Evelyn and Eve 
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Our new SIMCHA CAKE 
 

Until we are once again able to have meetings and celebrate our 
happy occasions in person, we will be celebrating in the shofar 

each month. 
For $10 for the year, you can share your happy news. 

 
SIMCHAS & GREETINGS TO SHARE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday Francine Tama 
From Your Sunday  
Buddies and Friends 

 
Belle, Doris, Maryann 

Happy birthday to  
Jackie Ward  

from Lilly and mom  

   
Welcome to Arlene Schweitzer’s 

New grandchild 
Lilah Morgann 
Born on 1/3/21 

Let’s hope and pray that this 

year is a better year  

for all of us  

and let’s look forward  

to being together soon.  
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BROTHERHOOD NEWS : 
      

As I mentioned last month the light is getting  brighter.  We are getting closer to the 
end of the tunnel, but we’re not there yet.  Some of us have already had the COVID 
vaccine and we can also get onto a list for a vaccination. We just have to be patient. 
 
We recently held our second outdoor Friday night service led by Rabbi Benson. We  
are considering another “Shabbat in the Lot” this month.  Check your Shofar or E-Mail 
for further information.  Special thanks to Les Schwartz, Richard Levine and Ben Gold-
berg for setting up & breaking down all the equipment it took to have this service.   
 

Brotherhood wants to remind everyone to wear your masks and be safe. 

                      Leonard Epstein, Brotherhood President 

For more information  about  
what’s happening in the Temple  

go to TBEI.org 

 

Lately we have all been ordering  

from Amazon - 

particularly now that we are  

trying to stay safe  

and shop only when necessary. 

If you don’t already have it set up 

please see the directions for TBEI  

being your designated charity (on 

page 20) so that we receive $$ 

from Amazon for each purchase 

we make. 

Every little bit helps!!  

WEATHER PERMITTING 
 

WE ARE PLANNING ANOTHER  
“SHABBAT IN THE LOT” SERVICE  

 

On THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25th at 5:36 p.m. 
To celebrate PURIM 

 

COME HEAR THE WHOLE MEGILLAH!!  



 
 

 
 
 
 
1 Deborah Brateman 
9 Ethan Anderson Schultz 
12 Zachary M. Birch Farragut 
12 Justin Glickman 
12 Joseph Greenwald 
13 Jacqueline Ward 
14 Traci Glickman 
22 Sara Maggin 
23 Liana R. Rosichan-Nader 
27 Lester Schwartz 
27 Francine Tama 
  
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthdays 

C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
I  
O  
N 
S 

February Anniversaries 
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8 Karol & Richard Levine 
14 Judith & Douglas  Logue 
19 Karen & Arnold Stillman 

Dear TBEI Member; 
We are on a journey, sometimes it feels like the 40 years of the Exodus, sometimes less, sometimes longer, but we are 
nonetheless on a journey. As our prayerbook tells us, journeys are made stage by stage and we are at another stage. A 
semi-middle ground is being considered and will be discussed by the temple board at a meeting to be held shortly. 
 
Please be aware none of the steps we are investigating are being taken either lightly or without deep discussion and a 
very close adherence to the CDC in a non-political way. The board and I have only mutual concern: the welfare and 
health of each and every member of this temple and will not be dissuaded by unsafe responses to the health crisis of our 
lifetimes. I believe we are, and will continue to be, driven by what is safe for all of us based on facts- definable facts-not 
feelings, not political diatribe and non-facts meant to stir up the masses not on politicized NON FACTS. 

 
In order to put vision to the names of those lost,  

Here’s a fact: 
Reading the yahrzeit list for this week, I timed myself. 
I actually read those names at a rate of 22 per minute. 

Let’s build that out a bit. 
 

400,000 deaths so far 
Divided by 22 read names per minute = 18,181 minutes. 

Divided by 60 minutes in an hour 
In order to read the names of the first 400,000 who have died, 

would take 303 hours of straight reading with no break. 
Divide that by a 24-hour day, and the result is: 

 over 12 and a half days. 
We are losing in the area of 4,000 people a day. 

To read each name of a person lost each day would add: 
3 hours a day. (181 minutes for 4, 000) 

We therefore add 12 hours of reading names every 4 days. 
 

I spent the time to do this to make a point: 
 

We are going to carefully - CAREFULLY - to the best of our abilities review all the known quantifiable information, 
minus any personal feelings, and come to a best scenario vision of how to slowly reopen as we define a new normal. 
We truly hope you will understand these choices and decisions are not alterable, not because we’re being meanspirited, 
holding to one political bent or another, but as a result of looking at reality as it stands before us, not one imagined 
about what will happen, based on nothing but feelings. 
         Rabbi Bruce Benson 



Visit our Judaica Shop  

We have many new and beautiful items on sale. 

Call for an appointment 

 

Linda  871-1205  Faith  343-7639 

This past month:   
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If you take pictures at any of our functions,  
please send them to me  

so we can all share your photos. 
  Send them to:  faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mosaic is back on NBC on  

Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  

 
It is a very interesting and  

informative program  

about Jewish topics and issues, 
with a wide variety of guests.  

Rabbi Benson conducting our  
Shabbat in the Lot 

outdoor service last month.  
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Our Judaica Shop has a large selection of  

Items that are great for gifts  
and many items are at very discounted prices!! 

Don’t forget to get your Enjoyment Book for 2021!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join us on THURSDAY, February 25th  

for our outdoor Purim Service at 5:36 p.m. 
 
 



We are considering beginning a slow roll out of live indoor services and to keep you 
all apprised of the decisions we have made, I’d like to share the following:   

 
Everyone entering the building must comply with the masking guidelines and keep 

their mask over their face at all times while in the building. Non-compliance 
will result in you being asked to leave the building immediately. 

 
Temperatures will be taken at the door. Upon signing in, we will ask for name, 

phone number and email address, in case of contact tracing needs, and we must 
insist on 100% compliance with this. Once there is no tracing need for that in-
formation (usually several weeks), the list will be destroyed. It will NOT be 
used for any other purpose nor will it be shared with anyone.  Thank you for 
your cooperation with this. 

 
Any live service will have a maximum of 40 defined seats in the sanctuary. They 

cannot be moved or shifted. They are measured at socially appropriate distances 
and will remain in those marked places. There will be a number of single seats 
and a number of 2 seats together for couples who live in the same house. They 
are placed according to CDC spacing guidelines and may not be moved. 

 
Once the maximum number of seats have been taken, the service doors will be 

closed to further entry. 
 
Your mask must stay in place during the service, especially during singing.  
 
There will be no kiddush or oneg, or after service socializing until such time as it is 

safe to do so,  If you want to see your friends outside in the parking lot, please 
do so responsibly. (masks, distancing, etc.) 

 
There will be no Aliyot at this time and the Rabbi will be the only one on the Bi-

mah. 
 
The schedule of services will be sent out via email and will be listed in the Shofar. 

Phone calls will be made to our members that do not have access to email. 
 

 For now, live services are only being considered for Friday nights. There will be no 
online (YouTube) service when we have a service in our building. Shabbat morning 
services will be determined shortly as we see how Shabbat evening services work.  
 
We are hopeful that everyone will work together to create a successful experience  

at this challenging time and look forward to seeing you all soon. 
         B’shalom, 
 
          Rabbi Bruce 
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Tu B’Shvat is the Jewish holiday that is considered the New Year for 
Trees. Tu stands for the number 15, and Shvat is the name of the month in 
which the holiday falls. The fifteenth of Shvat, which falls in the winter, is the offi-
cial date of this New Year. 
Why is this particular time in the dead of the winter designated the New Year for 
Trees? It would seem that the spring, when the trees blossom and bloom, would 
be a much more appropriate time. Or perhaps even autumn, when the trees dis-
play their brilliant colors as one season comes to an end and the next begins. 

Winter, however, when we celebrate the life of the trees, is a time when the trees seem least alive. 
Many are completely bare and look all but dead. 
To understand why the 15

th
 of Shvat is the New Year for Trees, we have to look beneath the sur-

face. Literally. It takes about four months for the rains of the Jewish New Year to saturate the soil 
and enter the trees. In Israel, the rainy season begins just after Rosh Hashanah. Any fruit that is 
produced between Rosh Hashanah and Tu B’Shvat is considered last year’s fruit since it was creat-
ed by the rains of the past year. Anything produced four months later, after Tu B’Shvat, is consid-
ered fruit of the New Year. 
So, Tu B’Shvat is literally the New Year for the Trees because it is only from that point forward that 
the trees are infused with the water from the New Year. 
This actually has a lot of practical implications in biblical law. It affected the laws of tithing fruit when 
the Temple stood (Deuteronomy 26), it has implications on the Sabbatical year which is still ob-
served in the land of Israel today (Leviticus 25), and it determines the biblical prohibition of eating 
fruits of new trees for the first three years (Leviticus 19:23). 
Moreover, while we can’t see it in the winter, beneath the surface the trees are very much alive. It is 
now that they begin their cycle of life. Underneath the cold and sometimes frozen ground, the new 
sap in the trees begins to flow. This is the beginning of the process that will produce the buds, blos-
soms, and flowers that we enjoy in the springtime. 
To celebrate the trees and their fruit on Tu B’Shvat it is customary to have a festive meal with fruits, 
preferably those included among the seven species of the Holy Land: grapes, figs, pomegranates, 
olives, and dates (Deuteronomy 8:8). Some people even have a Tu B’Shvat se-
der, which like a Passover meal has four cups of wine, a text that is recited together, 
and special foods – in this case 10–15 specified fruits – to be eaten in service of 
God. 
In contemporary Israel, Tu B’Shvat has also become a kind of Arbor Day, when trees 
are planted all over the country in celebration and joy.  

Here’s another opportunity to support the temple while honoring or remembering a family member at the same time. 
 

As the pandemic has dragged on, Rabbi Benson has been recording services to be watched online. In order to do it at the quality 
level we have all gotten used to, it comes at a  small price to have someone there to “produce the recording”. Here’s where you can 
help create a win-win; for you, your family and the Temple. This request must be received 2 weeks prior to the date of the service 
you want to sponsor to guarantee insertion. 
 

For $100.00, you can create, at both the beginning and the end of either a Friday or Shabbat morning service, any of the following: 
 

In honor of: 
In memory of: 
To remember the yahrzeit of: 
or anything else you’d like to say, honor or memorialize. 

 

If you can, for $150.00 you can have the same screens run at both services for that weekend. 
 

To secure your service or weekend, please email to: TBEI34986@gmail.com 
 

I/We would like to support our online services at TBEI.  
Please accept our donation of:  
 

       $100. For a Friday/Saturday am service. Date:_______________ 
                    

                   $150. For the weekend of:__________________ 
   

In honor of/memory of: ________________________ 
Remembered by: ______________________________ 
 

This donation may be made by either check, cash or Credit card to: 
TBEI or sent into the temple office. Many thanks for your support. 9 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Schedule:  

 

                                           The Old Testament 
Professor Amy-Jill Levine 

Monday evenings 7:00-8:30   ~   Thursday mornings 10:30-12:00 
*This class begins THURSDAY morning, January 28. 

Please sign on (directions below) by 10:15 a.m. 
And Mondays beginning February 1. Please sign on by 6:45 p.m. 

Between Cross and Crescent 
Jewish Civilization from Mohammed to Spinoza 

Professor David B. Ruderman 
Tuesday mornings 10:30-12:00 

** PLEASE NOTE: This class begins Tuesday morning, February 9 @ 10:30. 
 
 

 

How to sign on: 

Type this web address into your Google browser so it looks like the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89499008743 

  ALL Adult Ed Classes & Saturday Torah Study/services use this same address.  

While we have been away from the temple building due to the Coronavirus, we have been  
studying online. We have been running 2 classes during the week as well as  

Torah study on Shabbat morning. 
We are getting ready to finish our 2 “winter” classes and are locking in the dates for our  

Spring sessions. Below are our 2 upcoming classes.  
Every class begins with a brief opening to the topic, and then we watch a 30-minute lecture  

delivered through the auspices of “The Great Courses.”  
We then delve deeper into that session’s topic.  

Synagogues across the country are beginning to use this method to expand not only the  
offerings presented, but it becomes a way for the synagogue to become more accessible  

during these trying times. 
As a member you are invited to join these free classes and join in the chavruta (friendship)  

as well as the learning to be found in these classes.  
 

Rabbi Bruce  

Class Schedule: 

This will take you to our “waiting room” where you will be “let in.” 

Adult Education Classes 
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  Friday night Candle Lighting Schedule:  
              

   
                         

February: 
 

   5 5:50 pm 
 12 5:54 pm 
 19 5:59 pm 

  26          6:03 pm 
       
                   
 
Lighting the Shabbat Candles: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baruch ata Adonay, Eloheynu melech ha-olam, asher kid-

shanu b’mitz-votuv, v’tzivanu l’hadlik nayr shel Shabbat. 

 

Praised are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has 

taught us the way of holiness through the Mitzvot, and en-

joined upon us the kindling of the Shabbat lights.  
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  Bronze - $100    
 Silver - $150 
 Gold  - $200    

               Memorial Plaques - $200 
            Call the Temple office @ 336-2424                      

            to reserve a leaf or memorial plaque                   

TREE OF LIFE AND 
 MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

 

 
 Our new Shofar advertising year begins with the 
September issue. 
 If you or anyone you know would like to advertise 
in our monthly newsletter please contact the Temple office 
for details.   
 
 Rates are as follows per year: 
 

FULL PAGE……………….……….$325.00  
HALF PAGE……………………..…$200.00  
QUARTER PAGE………………….$145.00  
BUSINESS CARD………..…………. 95.00  

ONE-TIME FULL PAGE………….…$ 40.00 / ISSUE 
 
Print-ready ads must be submitted no later than August 10th 
for the September issue.  Please send your ad to: 
 
          faithkrumenacker@comcast.net 

   The New Enjoyment Books are here 
  They are on sale in the Judaica Shop 

$35 

 

New Address 

1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Suite 100  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986  
Web: www.karplaw.com 

 (772) 343-8411   (800) 893-9911 
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    TREASURE COAST DENTAL 
                        RESTORATIVE, COSMETIC & IMPLANT DENTISTRY  

     Serving the Treasure Coast for over 25 years 

 

 

 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TBEI Members & Friends 

FREE DENTAL  

CONSULT*    

    Dr. Rachel Schultz Squier 

Board-Certified Prosthodontist 
 

 •  Harvard University educated 
 •  University of Connecticut 

Our Procedures: 

Fillings 

Dental Cleanings 

Crowns & Bridges 

Extensive Bridgework 

Porcelain Veneers 

Dental Implant Placement &  

Restoration in the same office 

Fixed Implant Bridgework 

Teeth-in-a-Day
TM  

Teeth-in-an-Hour
TM

 

Implant-Secured Dentures 

Premier Customized Dentures 

Precision Partial Dentures 

Teeth Whitening 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“I know that every second I am in their office, 
and in their care, I am in the best professional 
dental office in the area. Everyone was proud 
and genuine. You will also find patience plus. 
My dental work from Dr. Squier has changed 
my whole look and outlook. I am a ‘smiler’, 
and now I have a beautiful smile!  Outstanding 
in every aspect.”                               
    -Andrea W 

www.tcdentalpros.com ●  (772) 337-2338    



 
 

Michael Cook, DMD 
John Harllee, DDS 

Join Rabbi Benson & Dr. Larry Giltman   
on Saturday mornings at 10 AM  

for interesting Torah Study discussions 
and a brief Saturday morning service 

all on Zoom.   
We can all learn more about Judaism.  

    No reservations necessary!!  

 
PLEASE…………….. 
 
Notify the Temple office or call the Rabbi if you are aware a fellow congregant 

is ill, or if a family member is ill, or  has had an accident, or is in need of the  
Rabbi’s services.   The Rabbi can only help if he is informed that he is needed.   
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From:             In Memory Of: 
Leonard & Eve Epstein  Shirley Seltzer 
Naomi Saphire & Ruth Siegel  Leah Siegel 
Rochelle Lustig   Elias Bergman 
Victor & Meta Thomas  Betty Prepon 
Arnalda Alwood   Earl J. Alwood 
William & Ferne Barishman  Irving Teitelbaum 
Harvey Levy    Charles Silverman 
Harvey Levy    Ethyl Silverman 
Harvey Levy    Sandra Puchaski 
Leonard & Eve Epstein  Dorothy Epstein 
Barbara Mandel   Leah Williamson 
Alan Portnoy    Joan Portnoy 
Michael & Lynne Cohn  Bella Mandery 
J. Alan Bornstein   Robert Bloom 
Fran Kroitor    Sandu Kroitor 
Susan Redman   Steven Redman 
 
 
 

YAHRZEIT  FUND  DONATIONS 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in December  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
GENEROUS DONATIONS: 

   

       Donations to the General Fund: 
MaryAnn Polk 

~ 
   Leonard & Eve Epstein 

~ 
   Deborah Brateman 

     ~  
  Richard Goldsmith 

 

          Donations to the Music Fund:  
 Sandra Lippman in Memory of Dorothy Janin 

       
  Donations to the Security Guard Fund: 
                Susan & Lester Schwartz 
 

      A/C & Building Fund Donations: 
                 Susan & Lester Schwartz 
 

 Donations in Memory of Dorothy Janin: 
Hannah Pollack 

Harvey & Rene Safeer 
Suzanne Klatch 

Tobi Rettig 

NOTE:   

Above donations were received in December  



 
 

TREASURE COAST JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
 

“CRESCENDO” 
 

STREAMING FEBRUARY 12th - 14th 
DISCUSSION VIA ZOOM WITH OUR RABBIS 

FEBRUARY 14th AT 4:30 P.M. 
 

CONTACT LEONARD@THEBERKMANS.COM 
FOR INFORMATION & REGISTRATION 

 
 

When a world-famous conductor 
tries to create an  

Israeli-Palestinian Orchestra,  
it takes all he has to overcome  

discord to get them to play  
in harmony.  

 
This gripping drama plays as a 
constantly growing crescendo, 

with tension and conflict swelling 
until the gripping finale. 
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Continued on next page…. 

This article was written by Ellis Bromberg and is a continuation from last month…. 
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If you have something that you would like to share with the rest of us, whether an article, a 
story or anything of interest to our Temple family, please send it to me at:  
 
     faithkrumenacker@comcast.net  
 
and I will gladly put it into our monthly newsletter. The deadline for the following month is 
the 20th of the preceding month.   
 
Additionally, if you would like to do a presentation at one of our Zoom classes like the very 
interesting one that Ellis Bromberg did on stamp-collecting, contact Rabbi Benson with 
your idea.  
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Life Cycle Events ~  Get Well Wishes to: 
 

                  Albert Berman                Mimi Gluck                    Linda Greshes    
  Saul Infeld                     Harry Jackson     Cecile Levy    
   Ethel Rolnick         Michael Seigel       Robyn Epstein-Wassman

FOR INFORMATION  
& REGISTRATION 

 
CONTACT  

Len Berkman at:  
 

LEONARD@THEBERKMANS.COM 

17 
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Our Monthly TBEI Library Book Review……………….by Sheilah Korinow 
 
 

 Yiddish. What can I say about it? I know some words and can understand the gist of some 
statements made, mostly because my parents dropped a few sentences here and there so that I 
and my brother could not know what they were saying. But it put both of us in "survival mode" - 
pick up a little Yiddish, and your parents cannot hide anything important from you (or so we 
thought)!  I'm sure that also pertains to many of you reading this article. But if you are interested 

in learning more Yiddish today, cyberspace has made it easier. Go to YouTube and you will find 15 minute 
classes in Yiddish  - no experience necessary. You even might find Yiddish entertainment. I was sent notifica-
tion of a Yiddish performance on-line. It arrived a bit too late, so I was only able to see a little of it, but what I 
did see I enjoyed!  This entertainment show during Chanukah had many guest appearances by Jewish actors 
and singers such as Billy Crystal, Tovah Feldshuh, Joel Grey, Carol Kane, Mandy Patinkin, Itzhach Perlman, 
Neil Sedaka and more who shared memories of the past. Others performed and sang Broadway songs and 
songs from the Yiddish stage. All was enjoyable, even if I did not understand everything. 
   What is Yiddish? It is a language which perhaps went back to the 10th century used by the Jews in daily life, 
and of course, over the centuries, has accumulated many writings - plays and poems for instance. Usually 
they instruct and sometimes amuse, the best starting in the middle of the19th century. To get an idea of the 
progression of Yiddish, I recommend the book I am now reviewing, Modern Jewish Verse, edited by Irving 
Howe, Ruth Wise, and Khone Shmeruk. It is really imperative that you read the Introduction of this book, get-
ting an idea of the changes in Yiddish throughout the ages.  
   Take a look through the pages of this book, and what might catch your attention. You will see the works of 
39 poets. Many others tried their hands in writing Yiddish Poetry, but the ones in this book are the best. Oth-
ers are not included because it was nearly impossible to experience the atmosphere and context which were 
lacking in the translation of their poems. 
   The translations in this book are as faithful to the original Yiddish as possible. Even in English, they are en-
joyable to read. The same poetic effect exists.  
   Also, the writers have information provided about them. familiarizing us with their lives, importance and 
style. The book is set up so that the Yiddish is on the right and the English translation is on the left. I think that 
after going through the pages of this book, you will find some poems that might mean a lot to you in one way 
or another. Here a few examples: 
   The first poem was written by Abraham Reisen, who came here via Russia after World War I. He was from a 
literary household and began to write poetry at the age of nine and his poems were published at the age of 
fifteen. His  verses were set to music and became popular as folk songs. He edited numerous periodi-
cals besides writing a book. His works dealt with the poor who were suffering.  
 

A PRAYER (read left-hand verses, then those on the right) 
 

Teach me, teach me how                                                                I've seen a trainer in 
To deal with the world, O Lord!                                                       The circus tame a tiger; 
And how I may transform                                                                Seen him de-fang a snake. 
Evil into good.                                                                                  Lord, let me be wiser. 
                                                                                                         

If a wild beast lurks                                                                          Bless me with patience, too 
In our humanity,                                                                               And make me iron hard 
Let me turn it toward                                                                       That I may show mankind 
A mild humility.                                                                                At least such wonders, Lord.   
 

   Another poem was written by Abraham Sutzkver . He was originally from Siberia from which he and his par-
ents fled, and later was "a forceful cultural presence" in the Vilna Ghetto where, in 1943, he escaped to the 
partisans and then to Moscow. He testified after the war at the Nuremberg trials. He then moved to Israel in 
1947 from Paris. Here is one of his poems. 
 

TOYS 
 

My daughter, you must care for your toys,                        Tie a straw hat on your doll 
Poor things, they're even smaller than you.                           And put a bell in her hand. 
Every night, when the fire goes to sleep,                               For not one of them has a mother,         
Cover them with the stars of the tree.                                    And so they cry out to God. 
 

Let the golden pony graze                                                      Love them, your little princesses - 
The cloudy sweetness of the field.                                          I remember a cursed night 
Lace up the little boy's boots                                                  When there were dolls left in all seven streets 
When the sea-eagle blows cold.                                             Of the city. And not one child.    
                   Continued on next page ~ ~ 



LEAH WILLIAMSON  
CHAPTER OF HADASSAH 

 

We look forward to when 
we can resume meetings. 

 

Stay safe 
 

Send your payment for the new 2021 
Mah Jongg cards to:  

Janet Soloschatz 
409 NW Shoreview Drive 

Port St Lucie, FL 34986 
Arlene Schweitzer & Sue Schwartz 

Co-Presidents 

Located on Old Dixie Highway in Fort Pierce one mile north of Indrio Road.  
There are four pricing levels for gravesites, all of which include Perpetual Care. 

                        

                   Beth El Memorial Park, Inc. 
 
 

 
 

 

TRADITIONAL        CREMAINS 

A  -  Husband, wife, dependent children under 22 who are members of Temple Beth El Israel. $1350.        $625. 

B -   Children of TBEI members over 22, member’s parents and siblings    $1450.        $625. 

C  -  Members of other Temples in the area.       $1450.        $625. 

D  -  For non-members.          $2050.        $700. 

 Add $50. filing fee per sale not per grave site & $150. for Perpetual Care/$50. for cremains site 

       Note:  For the purpose of this pricing, a member is one who has been a paid up member of the Temple for a period of more than one year.  
      

       For more information please call: 
                                  Bob Polakow (772) 240-4301 
                                             Harold Schwartz (561) 635-5237   
                                                                Bill Weber (772) 201-1255 

TRADITIONAL PLOTS ARE 5’ X 10’ CREMAINS PLOTS ARE 3’ X 3’ 

The direct line for the cemetery is:  772-882-3601 

Located on Old Dixie Highway in Fort Pierce one mile north of Indrio Road.  
There are four pricing levels for gravesites, all of which include Perpetual Care. 

Don’t forget to bring your lawn 

chairs to  

Temple for our next   

“Shabbat in the Lot” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we celebrate outdoors 

again - weather permitting 
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Continued from previous page… 
 

 Feel the emotion in these poems?    Modern Yiddish Verse  will bring you many of the experiences of our 
people over time. You will find such topics as Socialists, prayer, children's games, luck, neighbors, strangers, 
Christmas, Central Park, youth, disorder, a rabbi’s wife, love, animals, songs, God, death, poverty, old age, 
being a Jew, boredom, and whatever else life holds.  
   The Introduction of the book stated that this book may "serve to mark not only the end of a rich literary tra-
dition but of an entire phase of modern Jewish history, that in which Yiddish served as the dominant lan-
guage in the weekday life of millions of Jews and then, for some of them, as the medium for a partially secu-
larized culture."   
   But wait!  I just received  an email about "Folksbiene", a new addition of 15 minute Yiddish classes. Could it 
be that perhaps with people spending more time indoors during the pandemic, the offerings online of Yiddish 
will expand the number of people that decide, why not, let's learn a little Yiddish!   With Modern Jewish 
Verse in your hands and some classes and entertainment online,  Yiddish will last a little longer! 
   You can check out this book by contacting me at skorinow@gmail.com or call at 772 871-0030. I will gladly 
meet you at our temple or even bring it to your home.                                                      
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FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS 
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2/6-2/12 
 
Meyer Block 
Charles Budoff 
Michael Cooper 
Renee Flower Cy-
press 
Bernard Drizin 
Esther G. Everett 
Barnett Filler 
Jennie Filler 
Leon Goldberg 
Etta Goldstein 
Morris Goldwater 
Tina Hacht 
Sayde (Skip) Harris 
Yvetta Karpf 
Rose Kent 
Leila Levine 
Scott Lippman 
Eleanor Mager 
Bruno Menkel 
Michael A Merlin 
Robert Mesches 
Harold Morin 

YAHRZEIT 
Observance is an annual reminder of the date of 
death of a loved one and a tribute to the influence 
they made on our lives.    

2/13 –2/19 
 
Tillie Ambrosino 
Anna Appel 
Samuel Auerbach 
Ezekiel Batinkoff 
Nathan Belzer 
Ruth Benson 
Mary Bornstein 
Rebecca Ruderman 
Cantor 
Eileen Cohen 
Monica Erb 
Fannie Friedman 
Mollie Gabel 
Abrahm Graulich 
Beverly Graulich 
Martin Greshes 
Charles Hack 
Dorothy Gordon Heller 
Samuel Heller 
Sarah Hucke 
Esther Isenburg 
Max Kauffman 
Jacqueline Krumenacker 
Anne Lidman 
Edward Macy 
Kurt Mandel 
Sally Block Millman 
Lawrence Orange 
William Peltz 
Hyman D. Quasha 
Elsie Rosenfield 
Sidney Rosenzweig 
Richard Rosichan 
Nan Rubin 
Jonathan David Saxe 
Bernard Selkin 
Louis Silver 
Sidney Murray Slutskin 
Ted Stockel 
Edward Joel Suss 
Maurice Williams 
Connie Yeglinski 
Donald Ziev 

2/20-2/26 
 
Abraham Berkowitz 
Leonard Dinger 
Bernice Falk 
Haskall Feen 
Sonia Feldman 
Yale Friedman 
Nathan Garfinkel 
Murray Geffner 
Rabbi Solomon Goldberg 
Tillie Goldberg 
Herbert Kahn 
Helen Kleinberger 
Fred Kohn 
Motel Lax 
Louis Lesser 
Scott Keith Lippman 
Esther Lotsof 
Gunter Marcuse 
Rose Mathis 
David Nitowitz 
Ida Plotkin 
Joseph Potell 
Bertha Rose 
Philip Schwartz 
Alan Slepoy 
Joseph Sosnick 
Etta Stack 
Israel Taslitt 
Irving Whitman 

2/27-3/5 
 
Celia Barishman 
Henrietta Bergman 
Harry Mayer Chazin 
Meyer Deutsch 
Abraham Falik 
Anna Fivel 
Rachel Goldstein 
Charles Goldwater 
Meyer Charles Heller 
Lucile Herz 
Joseph Kampf 
Alma Kestenbaum 
Max Laderman 
Jerome Sylvan Lang 
Fannie Linke 
Edith Mendelson 
Evelyn Oppenheimer 
Betty Passy-Davis 
Bertha Putchat 
David Rosman 
Lenore Ryshpan 
Stephen Schwam 
William Schwartz 
Norma Sidel 
Max Sidelman 
Ida Silverman 
Alfred Simon 
Simon Singer 
Albert Skolnick 
Dorothy Skolnick 
Anna Stein 
Sara Stern 
Charles Weiss 

A grateful thank you to everyone that has been helping at 
our Bingo game. Our game has been slowly growing and we 
could use help whenever you are able to give some time -               
any Monday between the hours of 6:30 and 9:15. 
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If you order from Amazon: 

Temple Beth El Israel is enrolled in the 

Amazon.com smile program. Thru this 

program Temple Beth El Israel will re-

ceive a rebate of 1⁄2% of all money 

spent on Amazon.com. The only thing a 

member (or anyone else) needs to do is 

to log on to smile.amazon.com and 

then search for Temple Beth El Israel. 

The web site will take it from there. 

There is no additional cost to the pur-

chaser. Thanks for your support. 
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For us, there is no greater responsibility than helping to honor and preserve a 
life’s story.  We believe every life should be commemorated. 
•  Adhering to Jewish Traditions. 
• Part of the Nation’s Largest Network of Jewish Funeral Homes. 
• Traditional Burials, Transfer from State and Cremations. 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Donor’s Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Address  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 City  ______________________  State  _______  Zip _______  Phone  _________ 
 
 Payable to TBEI: 
 
 $  ________  Building Reserve Fund (to help cover expenses for repairs to equipment) 

 $  ________  Capital Improvement Fund (for major improvements) 

 $  ________  Flower Fund (for flowers on the Bima for Shabbat & Holidays) 

 $  ________  General Fund (for general operations) 

 $  ________  Hevra Fund (provides meals of consolation for families in mourning) 

 $  ________  Kiddush Fund (provides refreshments after Shabbat morning services) 

 $  ________  Leaf on the Tree of Life:  

    Bronze  $100      Silver  $150      Gold  $200 

    In remembrance of a special person or event 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Library Fund (for the purchase and upkeep of library books and equipment) 

 $  ________  Memorial Plaques - $200 - in memory of a loved one 

    Forms are available in the Temple office 

 $  ________  Religious School Scholarship Fund  

   (provides need-based scholarships for students attending our religious school) 

 $  ________  Yahrzeit Fund (commemorates the anniversary of the death of a loved one) 

 $  ________  Music Fund (to provide musical accompaniment on Holidays and events) 

 $  ________  Security Fund (to offset the cost of the Security Guard at TBEI) 
 

 Payable to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

 $  ________  For the use of the Rabbi for educational/charitable projects 
 

 Payable to TBEI Sisterhood: 

 $  ________  Ida Rubin Book of Life (to send cards for any occasion (birthday, get well, etc) 

 $  ________  Oneg Shabbat Fund (provides refreshments after Friday night Services. 

 
        PLEASE INDICATE THE NAME OF THE FUND RECEIVING YOUR DONATION ON THE MEMO LINE OF YOUR CHECK 
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TEMPLE BETH EL ISRAEL                    
551 SW Bethany Drive                         
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986                   
http://www.templebethelisrael.org                                        
                  

    OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Judaica Shop  

 
Call for an appointment  

 
Linda Chazin              871-1205 
Faith Krumenacker     343-7639 


